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0 Friend rand Debtor in 

"he Pariſh of Upton cum Ghal - 
veii,in the County of Buicks, tage. 
ther with all thoſe of adjacent parts 
that did uſe to attend upon my Mi. 
niſtryi in that place. Y 


The Spirit of our Lord Feſue Ghrif 
with 5 ou Peace, be multi. 
i. ol - 7 
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ſtudy of. his I revealed in bis.word , that I could mat tle my 
e any lee \ fave mnely, that v. ile 1 did 
jos my dear Mother being a Hidew, was ( 44 became 
cable unge * + in ther Calling God had ſet her in, 
of Pnjoy ng Comunien with 
8 whrch.Communuon I was farther 
age Nele of Seriptare 
After thisthe A f 
with ſeveral godly and able Miniſters , who ( after ſome l 
ledgrof. me). cad tell me, that they 44 verily believe God had 
ſeme work, for me te ad inthe Moniſtry, and hs God would find 
me ont and give we a cleay call thereunto; which perſwaſion of 
2 anſwering the incl;nation that God had wrought in my 
heart almoſt from my Cradle, did the more unſettle me 4s to ay 
er, And ſoi it was , that about the 21. year of 
mine age had feveral proffers as to publikg Wark, bat ſtill there 
4 — binder. Is fine leing in 


* 


na ſemerbing or other did 
the Conntrey near Windſor, for my health's ſake , about May, 
1654. J was defired to pregch amongſt you at Upon, which ac- 
cordingly 1 4 on r, — of i that imſtant, 

And raph d with you (en le ing deſtitute of a 
Miniſter 4 1 to rake hold af that qpportunuy for the 
deing of God ſervice, which deſire I did freely cloſe withall, 
and in order thereunts., after . +} had obtained power from the 
ther Supream Magiſtrate, I rook poſſe Non of the Polgic fo preach 
in, and the Houſe to dwell in. 

Inthis my undertaking I had but little. externgl encourage- 
ment, there being not mach either TRY * Cope 
nante, to be expected from gm: As fer A, known 
as for Love. —— | 


—— 275 _ alen 
- I RI 5 2 Lan 
mach, They wy gr Alen, ent Ged, ang . 


— 


The Epitl DEDICATORY. 


tion of your precious ſoul. Far 1 conſider; low — been 
f oped for fie for ſixty 1 or wo f 25 79 confeſſi= 
on ) to wi, a/[o, that the mcans 
i ſo ſhort, that nib ph wa 2 — bound by the Law of 
God and N ature to ode for their ter could accept of 
I did. judge I might be of more ſeruire amg jou then 
17 65 715 L Chriſt had told me by hut bleſſed Hard, 
in this Wark I muſt not looke to mer with the great 
eng! of this world, 'as Riches, Honours, Friends, &t. bt 
02 Ine contrary, to meet with Dif, Case, Contempt , Scors, and 
Perſecution. And indeed, there was no reaſin for me to have 
expetted other gmon 7 but the ſetting of you in 4 flame - 
bout me ;. ſo that V5 ght have ated by onrtltors in fray, 
have lai'n down * 7 in fear ; heve pre auh in fears 
My great Work, in the a, mſtry being to pal down your 
ſtrong bylds , to plunder you of that "Rich is more dear to 
you 2 Jour Gold and Silver. namely, your fins, to tak 
your Beloveds ont of "Jour 2 „ te — 4 out pour right 
eyes , and cu off your vight hands, to . away your 
Gods from you , jour Carnality ee 
e. Bar it was otherwiſe . 2 and 5 > 
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viſtry had wrowght among Jen; that 1 reſelyed ther ewpon 


ta continue 4 longer time. with you ; and n4rifeſted z 

reſolution to be real, by 14 mg our 4 conſiderable [mm of 
money Ty the Vicar. Fe-Houſe fer my own 46 onmig dati 
en: And fo thraugh the good hand of God did cont nue with 
you uni. December, 1660. for which opportanity ef Ser- 
vice Ide think m ſelf obliged for ever_to-bleſs the Loxd 
that he ſhould call out ſuch. 4 poor wn, and give bim 


fix years time to bear 4 pablikg. Teſtimony for Chriſt in ha 


gener ation. 
*New as for wy departure from you, though the. canſe 
thereof. he known to many of jon, yet for the honour of the 
Goſpel, and clearing of mine amn innocexcy , 1 ſhall give 126, 
abrief accaunt thereof in this place, | 3 
The greateſt Conteſt I hal all along. with many. of you, 
was about the adminiſtration af the Lords Supper, and Bap- 
sim, and Burial of the, Dead, yo requiring of me that 
I womld. bury the. Dead according te former cuſtome, and 
adavinifier the Seals in 4 promi ſciout manner to All in the 
Pariſh : The great Argument you preſt upon. we was the, 


interment; yp cw" the Golßel to the, Living v 


fred, e I. thought, my. I bead be accepred, Fut 
then. for "Baptiſm and the. Lords Supper, ge 
them to be Church-Ordinancts  nnd-bejng ſuch (4 
often told. you ) did pre-ſuppoſe a C Hate, 4 - 


Jou not onely ignorant 
16 1 the 
being Chriſfts meiters, 
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Jhing therein witho my „ ow and (according 
to my light ) did not ſet bom you"could le in a capacity to 
receive; or. te adminiſter., without. a ſubmiſſion 7e the 
Ruler of the Gofpel, Now Though the vislence of ſome. in 
theſe matters was abated, ( 1 judge thraug h the rower of the 
Word ) yet there did remain much prejudice ia the hearts of 
other: againſt" me, nps the account of my faithfulneſs un. 
to my Lord and Maſter; which 1 did in a good meaſure 
d'fcern., and. have ſometimes told. you , that that ennuty and 
prejudice againſt C briſt and bis faubful Servants, that 44 
hid ander the Garb of Conrteſie and Civiliiy, when ever 
opportunity did afford-it ſelf (if ſuch hearts were not ſubs 
240 would break forth , and diſcover its ſelf according 
to itt ust ability. But nawihſtanding the prejudice of 
ſeveral, 1, did nevertheleſs abide with you till there was 
not-above ſeven or eight dayes left by that Att of Paxlia · 
ment, entituled, An Act for confirming and reftoring 
Miniſters ; Dated September 13. 1660.) te the Juſtices, to 
hear and determine ſuch Caſes: For that "Aft did expire 
on the 25th. of December ext enſuing," and it was the 
18h, of that inſtant before I received a7 Wayrant to ap- 
pear befare them nog that acchum, and they in the ever 
wing of that day ma a Warraxt brought to. me, ſigned with 
the bands of two Commuſſioners, In the. which Warrant there 
was nothing mentioned of complaint againſt nu, but onely 
that 4s I. expected benefit by the Al fer Confirmation 
of Mimſters , 1 ſhould appear before them. and other Juſtices 
of the Peace, the next. morning about ten of the Clack, at 
the Crown in Beconsfield,s And in obedrence to this War- 
rant; I appeared, and uben I came there, I found four of my 
Par. ſbioners ready to appear againſt mezwhn when there wasfive 
Fuſtices come,(whichmade a Quorum) mere called in unto them, 
& the door. ſhut, Theſe four E were ſworn, and upon their 
Oaths did —— other hing) thet { bad refuſed to. bay- 
s 


tic Pariſh dren ( which was a truth upon the fore+ 
mentioned account) and met onely-ſo 5 but that J eulen, my 
, jag 
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judgement againſt Infam-Baptiſm. This they ſwore , notwih 
ftanding J 2 en declared for Infant-Baptiſm publikgly; amt 
beſides, the chief of theſe that whey me uni f. ent 
'nt my-Howſe when one of my own Children' was baptized. And 
2dly, They ſwore that I had refuſed to -admimſter the Lords 
Supper tothe Pariſhioners ( which was a truth ut ſupra) a 
not oely "Fo that 1 had publikely preacht agamſt the ſame. 

This they ſwore , notwithſtanding I had the Summer before, 


p Cor. 1 f. preacht diders Sermons touching the Amthor, 
Nature, Excellency &c. of that Ordinaxce. 


When theſe my Pariſhioners had done ſmearing , I wascalled 


| in, and the Depoſit ions [worn againſt me, read, And when I heard 


what was ſworn againſt me, and withall did percerye their Reſo- 
Iutiors, Itold them, That as to my preaching 1 theſe Or- 


' dinantes, it was kyown to bt notor:;ouſly falſe, for that I did bork 


in u gement and praftice own them; but in that they ſaid I had 
tot adminiſtred them to the Pariſhioners, they ſpakg truth; for [ 
had mt ,zor could not adminiſter theſe Ordinances to a people that 


would not ſubmit to Goſpel- Diſcipline, After I had thus y. 


ken, they required me to withdraw; and after alittle ſpace of 
ume, called me in again, and read an Order unto me for my leu - 
v:ng the p1ſſeſſionof the Vicaridge Hoſe at Upton, at, or he- 
fore the 25. of the ſaid December, To the which  anſmered; 
that ſince it war the good pleaſure of my God thas ſo ĩt ſhould be, 
I was en glad | had a quietus eſt ton Conſcrence,and a frrt- 


dom from further trouble in that place, As touching this Order, 


Frannet but declare my . to be this , That doubtleſs it 
had teen a moſt righteons Sentence againſt me, had that whith 


my Neigh bou vt fore been truth; for 1 do weridy judy ,that theſe 


Miniſters that ſhall either corrupt the Ordemances * with 
againſt the, 


. Fhe:r own inventions, vr ” deny them, ard preach 


40 both A like deſerve to ved of pmublike opportunities for 
Preaching, ani to byve the Ch deer ſhut againſt them, I bad 
nom left we but one Lords day wherein I contd preach Autheri- 
rat ivelyammy you,at vhich time 2 — che 1 — what 
follows in this ſmall Treatiſe. © Lend. Daym1 he tfternoon 


Prow- 


2 


2 


| Provima 7 ſo ordered itythatthe four perf 
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that ſwore agginfime, 
were 4 | prbſent, which] judge they ever were nt time 6 
all the ſox years I n amangſt you. Ar which time 1 100k, my 
foo, of you, and gave ou a publike account of what was ſmorn 
ainft me, in their bearing; and when theſe perſons came ont of 
ay wu (45 ] was — by ſeveral 125 1 that they bad 
7 agnnſt me, not wit hit anding their Names, and what they 
8 4 in the Order drawn up for my tjettment. 
5 Order ter this manner, ( as 1 am able to ret fr, 
having a true Copy of the Order ſtill by me ) Foraſmuch as it 
appeareth to the ſaid Commilinaers ( the Names of the 
Commiſſioners being ¶erted above the Order) upon the infor · 
mation of that R. C. who pretends himſelf to be- 
— — of &pron, in the County of Bucks, for many years I mention no 
— and ſtill doth refuſe to baptize Cbildren, More ol the 
declared himſelf againſt Tnfant-Baptiſm; and char gte — 
he airs for many years Jait paſt refuſed to adminiſter the, — 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper to his ſaid Pariſhioners, ij In, in ic, 
and hath poblikely pr each t againſt the ſame, & c. There- 
fore we order ſo and ſo. The reaſon why I give this account, 
16, n6t ont of any pre ndice I haue to thoſe Neighbours that did ſo 
e, and e I have purpeſely omitted the naming of 
, thou gh they did 44 evil 22 me, and my Wife & Chil- 
2 they m_ though we had a hole to put aur heads in, 
by the Father of Mernes, yet it clearly appeared that 
it bad heem all aus to the us whether we had or not. But yet I can 
— Dyrumoaades the 75 I wi chews , ke a 
exnto life, But the great end of t 
cron th te lf r for 'my fake. - 
8 Wb — 
, me ardens, I did wit convenient 
2. 2 and leave the place, And vow fuse 
which doth afford me ter of Humiliation, 
Tl The 7 ation of *the leadniſy ef mne om heart., 4d 
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ately endeayour pour converſion to Chriſt h1 have 4s winch % 

to r 8 weak and. fran and other oc- 

4 3 wants of my Family did 5 to me 3.) 

1 oft. , that theſe things do urd me matter of ha- | 

 mnil/ation,to 2 ler thar God 2 2 hatGod ſhould give me ſo IN * ; 
tuuity, aud my heart ſhould not (4 it be enlargei | 
in the work. of. 27 God; But then on the 0.” 5 8 . | 

ſeme things d: afford me matter of peace and cemfort, a l. h | 

E. hat | was (by the poner of Cad) kept fairbful to my ligir, with 

. reference unte 22 H-Adwinſtrat ions eld not for all bs | 


world that I bad come over te you. inthe 3 of the 
®K Lords Supper. and B apti[ns, in a prom ſcunns way. 2. . 
ibs did de N dd cd Dr (as | cond ) theatre 
4 feltions, and went as far 45 did judge the 7 fron of of the Gofpe 
world carry me, to ac compliſhthis my deſi gu. 3. In 1 
continue with you ſo long at I could 4 had come away ſootter, I 
might have brokep my peace;and had 1 continued longer; I might 
have undone 22 and done jou no good, being: deprived 
oppertumty to preach the Goſpel, you. 4:1» chat, 
* nt without bopes thes God did by my Moniſtry work, upon ji 
3 E Jour ſouliʒ Lam ſare as te Fo there was work, N 
WS 2 done, e =P 40 
TEA Gare 4 owt £00] 1206 Þ 2 
4 | AER unte you of the Pariſh, and alſo 5 ö 
2 : ©» adjacent Parts that did uſe ro Geer pw fo 4 
ken of thay d Lord 
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Tife and Death offered to choice, 


Aa taught them as one having Authority, and not à the Scribes : Of 
which Sermon this Evangeliſt doth give us the largeſt account, 
taking up the 5, 6, and 7. chap. of this Goſpel. The ſubſtance 
of this Sermon is to diſcover what bleſſed ones are, and what 
what bleſſed ones ought to do. 

The purpore, Firſt, What bleſſed ones are, chap. 5. 3, to the 13. viz. Poor 3 
of Chriſt' in fpirit, true mourners, meekned ones, ſuch as do hunger and 
Sermon va thirſt after righteoaſneſs,merciful, pure in heart, peace-makers, 
the Mount. th by the world they are accounted troubler s, and ſowers 

of ſedition, and upon that account not fit to live; yet by Chriſt 
they are known and judged to be the children of peace. Now 
our Lord Jeſus whom God ſent into the World to bleſs his peo- 
44, 3. A. ple *, doth here declare the perſons thus qualified to be bleſſ:d | 
perſons: Though we are to take notice, "that theſe qualificati- 
ont are not laid down as the cauſes of bleſſedneſi, (which is a - 
lone the eternal love of God in Chriſt ) but as the properties 
of ſach as are ſo bleſſed. | 
t Thoſe thn And then finally, our Lord Chriſt doth declare theſe hleſſed 
are not lo ones to be the objects of the wickeds hatred and envy; and that 
qual fizd, notwithſtanding they are ſo, yet he doth (for the comfort and 
— eſtabliſhment of all his) declare the perſons ſo qualified as be- 
fer ler ide fore l, to he never the leſs bleſſed and nappy at preſent; and as 
ytoſeſs ion of for their ſuture ſtate, it will be ſo much the more glorious, by 
Region, yec how much the more of perſecution they have undergone in 
big not this world above others. | 
A The other part of this Sermon is to ſhew what bleſſed ones 
ought to do. And for this (in general) he tea cheth, that they 
(being che Salt of the Earth) ſhould labour to ſeaſon others, 
walxing in each part of their converſation ſo, as that wicked 
* Mach.5. s gngodly men ſeeing their good works , might glorifie their Fathes 
which is in Heaven. 
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Life and Death offered to choite. F * 
dows and repre ſentations of him exhibited in the Old- Teſta · 
ment, and alſo to accompliſh whatſoever was foretold of him 
by the holy —— 2dly, To fulſil ir, chat is to give a perfect 
aud compleat obedience to every tittle and Iota of the Law, in 
the ſtead and room of the poor condemned finner; which obe 
dience being imputed to the ſoul(as it is to every true believer) 
the ſoul comes to have as legal a right to glory, as if he had 
fulfilled it in his own perſon. 34h, To fulfil it, that is, to eni- 
ble his people by his Grace and Spirit to obey God acceptably, 
doing that which is 2 his ſigbt, yea to ſulfil the 
Law in deſire and affection, ( for love is the fulfilling of the 
La) though they cannot do it in an abſolute perfection in this 
life. A true Chriſtian ( ſo far as he is ſanRiked ) in deſite and 
will doth ke ep the whole Law. 

Nay further , our Lord Chriſt is ſo far from giving them a 
diſcharge as to their obedience, that he telleth them, if tbeir | 
rightcon[ueſs did not exceed the rig bt eowſneſsof the Scribes and Pha- Math. 5.2%. 
ri{ees, they could in no wiſe enter intotheK ingdomof Heaven, could 
not be Members of the true Goſpel-Charch here on eatth, or 
ever — into che ſellowſhip of the Saints in that eternal glo- 
ry above. 

Now by t his more exceeding righteouſneſs, I humbly con- 

ceive in this place is meant none other then the inberent righ- 
teouſneſi of the Saints; that every one who will be the Diſciple, 
maſt in his obedience to God exceed the Scribes and Phariſces: 

And accordingly, the obedience of every true Chriſtian doth 

exceed cheirs, and that in theſe two things, via. Sincerity, and 
univerſality; theirs being ( firſt ) bypocritical , minding the 
outſide onely, and not regarding the heart; and then partial, he- 
ing zealous for ſome ſmall matters, and negleRiog che mare 
weighty matters of the Law. TEST 

The Lord-Chrift having ſpoken thus in general, deſcends 
into particulars, and doth in the firſt place make a ſpiritual 
Expoſition of the ſeveral Precepts of the Moral Law, wor- 

2 Chciſtians ſerious conſideration, Chap. 521. to 

0 e aalen ; 

In the 6:h, Chapter be proceedeth to lay down ſeveral rules 
in ſeveral caſes , 8s firſt about ring of Alas; 241, Abouc 

IT 2 ca; 
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"We ucul i Prayer, ander which bead be condemns the practice of the Phe- 
nor make pri- riſees, who did love to pray ſtanding in the Synagogues, and in 


vate prayers 
mm « place of 


the cotnersof the ſtreets, that they might be ſeen of men, And 


publ ice Wor- ——ů — here condemn this practice, & requite 
Kip. 


Au iaſt ran unſeriptural judgement, wherewith we are apt 


judgement. 


How we may. Not 


fudge others, 


— 


people not to be like unto them, but contrariwiſe to make 
their 9 prayers in a private ſecret place: Yet how do per- 
ſons ſuperſtitiouſly and wixkedly follow their example, making 
their private peayers in the places of publike Worſhip. Perſons 
that it may be are wholly ſtrangers to private prayers at home, 
yet when they come to the place of publike Worſhip ; after 
they have bowed towards the Eaſt, ( where uſaally the Altar 
ſtood) then down upon their knees to their private devotion; 
yea though it be in the time of publike Worſhip, when the Mi- 
niſter is either ſpeaking to God, or from God, I have often 
told you, that this praying for a bleſſing upon the Word 
preacht, ſhould be done at home in your Families and Cloſets, 
before you come to the — 
And then under this head, our Lord Chriſt doth alſo forbid 
vain repetitions, as if we theught that God would hear us for 
our much ſpeaking, and often repeating the ſame thing. 
34% He giveth roles about faſting: And 47biy, about laying 
up of 1 in Heaven. :5:&/y, About keeping the Under- 
* bon leading faculty of the ſoul) clear and fingle. And 


th. che management of our affeRions as to the world, 
and ol All this it — inthe 
Kxth Chapter. 


In the 7th. Chap our Lord Chriſt doth firſt forbid — 
to rs: 

Such. a judging of others as hath nothing of love and comps 
Non ik it. but proceederh from pride, malice, fufpition, - 
but that there is a Scripture · jad gement to de made of 
mens perſons and action: We may judge ſuch as profeſs: the 
Name of Chriſt, and walk according to the rule of bis Word 
in thegeneral courſe of eheir converſation, to be in a ſtate of 
grace: And though many of thele prove bypocrires; yet we fin 
not in our ju t fince we are to judge perſonsby ther 
which viſibly doth appear; It —— chelifeand 1 
ions by the heart and inf priveiple; but we mult judge the 


tion, thaclive walowingn the very Cinques 


— 


Life Death offered ue choice. = 


deart and inward rinciple-, by the life and ourward ation. 
Thus Sm was / n { Aits8. 13. to the ag. to have belie> 
ved, and thereupon was baptized;and yet ſoon diſcovered hin · 
ſelf after ſuch a manner, as that Pere doch! poſitively declare 
him for the preſent to be in the gall of bitterneſs, and bond of 
—— According to this rule doth the Apoſtle Pan make hrs 
ent of thoſe to whom he writes, to be Saints, and ſan- 
a ed in Chriſt Jeſus, Cc. Row 1. J. x Cor. 3.24 wich many o- 
ther parallel Scriptures, wheredy che — — .dothndt paſs an 
abſolute and finat judgement of the bleſſedneſs ot their ever- 
laſting — buvit is onely a Judgement r from cha- 


rity, regulated by the Scri 
2 ſuch per ons as 


— —— one — confeſſed duties, 
as hearing — reatiag the Serip- 
tures, &c. thirhave: of Got6r v fear in rhciv Fami- 


lies, neither mind itzwe may ſuch to be in as wreeched an 


ellate as any Heathen in the World, ſuch Families reck- 
ore among the Families of the Hearden; in chat Pr l 
prayer of: frrewiah, chap. 10.25 + Pave our che Hea- 
then, and upon the Families that call not. apo | 

How many ſuch Fa milies are there in cis poor land, not- 
withſtanding that pres and light that [deer of late 


— b_ that do live like Heathens and Atheiſts; that eat 


s mar God that ſpreads 
theit Tables, und filloth — for them, chat im their 15. 


down and ti — — in, regard 
— the Lord, — and mercy ix is ere — 
—— that loaderh — dy re 


— are ſuch peridns ar chaſe, 
Name of Chriflians?« Are 


manifeſt a 1 — hatred and — 

bim, — give forth che blood of Chriſt in 
—.— 108 cel by chem «s-if they were the 

beft Saints under Heaven + 

We may alſo july perſons of « dedavched life and converſa- 

of fin; us Swen - 


ing, 


— — 


Life Death offered to choice, 


Queſtion, 
Ahſecr. 


Queſt ion. 


Anſwer, 
Prov. 13. 12. 


Objcction. 
Aniwer. 


ing, Drunkenneſs, Uncleanneſs, Idolatry, &c. to be in the yall 
7 bitterneſs, and bond of iniquity, 'to bein a ſtate of wrach 
and condemnation , Jobs 3. #lt,--- He that believeth not- the 
wrath of God abideth on him. | 
Quelt, But how can we judge whether a man hath faith or no? 
Arſ. Fam. z. A man is to ſhew his faith by his works. Mind 
this (as I have often told you) though there may be good works 
zs to viſible appearance) where there is no true Faith, yet 
where true Faith is, there the ſouls works, (I ſpeik as to 
the general courſe of the converſation) wil viſibly appear to 
be good, they cannot do otherwiſe; for if the tree be good, the 
fruit wil be good; ſo that though a hearing, praying perſon 
may be a hypocrite, yet a (wearing, drunken, prophane, idola- 
trous perſon cannot be a Chriſtian;the one may be a hypocrite, 
but the other can't be Chriſtian : Though I cannot ſay poſi- 
tively of a viſibly holy perſon, That be ſhall go to Heaven; yet 
I may certainly ſay of « prophane man, That he ſhall go to 
Hell, if he dieth in that eſtate, without repentance- | 
Queſt. But doth ut not ſavour of pride, for perſons to judge them · 
ſelves to bebaly perſom, And good Chriſtians , and judge others to be 


ontcaſts, and — ov a4 ons ? 

Anſ, It's poſſible perſons may judge themſelves ſo , when 
they are not ſo; judge themſelves to be pure, and yet not waſhed 
from their fulthineſs, : \. a 220 1 

- Now for any ( notewi ing their delight in ſecret ſin, and 
the indulging curſed luſts) to themſelves more holy then 
others, this proceeds from pride and ſelſ-· love, and great blind- 


neſs: But now for perſons that are ſincere and upright towards 
God, to judge themſelves to be in the love and ſavout of God, 
looking upon God as their Father, and themſelyes as his ſons 
and Daughters, and alſo judging others to be wicked, this is 
according to holy Scripture, 1 Joh. 5. 19, 20. And we know, that 
de God, and the whole world lieth in wi fs; And we 

row that the Son of God is come , and hath given | Us | «a1 Under> 


Sanding that we may know hun that is true; and [ We) are in hin 


that is true, even in bus Son, Jeſus Chriſt, &c. ' 
Object. This was the judgement of an * 
Anſru. None the heart but God: The Apoltles 


— — —— —-—- — 


— 


—— —_—_— 
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themſelves were not infallible in their Judgements, if they had, 
Simon the Sorcerer had not been baptized. They judged onely 
by Vase to them; thoſe that appeared truly godly, 


they judged ſo; and thoſe that appeared otherwiſe, they judged 
otherwiſe. But | 
2dly, John ſpeaks here in the plural number, 1, and 1 
whereby is clearly intimated , that others as well as Apoſtles, 
may judge themſelves to be of God: Nay, he faith in the 1 3h. 
ver. Theſe things have I written unto you, that ye may know that ye 
have eternal life; that ye may be able to try and examine your 
own ſtate, and make a judgement of your ſelves , whether yon 
are the perſons that have a title to eternal glory, yea or no, and 
accordingly you ſhall find that he doth ( for the furtherance of 
this work of felf-examination) in this Epiſtle characterize the 
— by his doing of righteouſneſs , and loving the Bre- 
ren. 
But farther, this judgement is not onely law ful, but there is Great reaſ#n 
great ground and reaſon for itz Au, l = the paſsing 
1. If God's people ſhould not judge themſelves to be ſo, they fassen. 
would be guilty of very great ingratitude. We ought to be f. Rg. . 
thankful for all mercies, but eſpecially for ſpiritual mercies. | 
When God ſhal by a mighty hand have brought a ſoul out of the 
Devils Kingdom, into the Kingdom of his dear Son, and mani- 
feſt his love and mercy to it, what greater fin can ſuch. a ſoul 
be guilty of, then the not taking notice of the exceeding riches 
of Grace, ſoas to own it, and acknowledge it to the glory and 
praiſe of God? Col.1.12,13, Giving thanks unto th: Father, which 
hath made u meet to be male partalers of the: inheritange 
of the Saints w light ,, who bath delivered ug from the po- 
wer of darkyeſs, and hath tranſlated us into the Kingdom of his dear 


Con. | © 
a From this ſprings all # Chriſtians comfort: Alas! what 2. Rraſ. 
comfort can aChriſtian have in this wicked, miſerable,reproach- 
ſul, hateful world; were it not for this, [God © mine?) Pſal. 48. 
ult. For this God is our God for ever and ever, & c. Iſa. 25. 9. Lo, 
this is aur Gad, we have — him) G, IIA. 41. 10. Be not diſ- 
wajed, for I am thy God, e. Iſa. 63.1 6. Donbileſs rhou art our Fa- 
ther, though Abraham be ignorant of ns, and Iſrael acknowledge ns 


not: - 


- » = * = 
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4. Real. 
Gal. 6. 10, 


Prov.39, 27. 


chers, yea 


"wt: Thos Tonart e Father, our Redeemer, thy Name ii from'e> 


verlaſtin 7 


34% Webel prophane men they do judge themſelves to be 


the people of God, and good Chriſtians, and chereupon do lay 
elaim to the ſeals of the Covenant, Baptiſm and the Lords Sup 
per. and do judge holy arid religions perſons to be à company 
of hypocrites, which are the worſt ſort of wicked perſons in 
the world, and ſhall undergo rhe greateſt torments in Hell: 
Then ſurely che true firere Chriſtian may judge God to be its 
Father, and Cliriſt its Ser] and on the contrary, judge pro- 
phane wicked men to be (as the Scripture declarerh them to be) 
in a ſtate of wrath , without God in rhe world, and ſtrangers to the 
22 promiſe; Eph 2.12. | 

4thlz,-Fhere tre ſeveral duties to be performed upon this 
ui ur; 45 thus, We are to do goad to all , but eſ perially to 
them of the Howſhold of Faith: Now this cannot be done, except 
we may jullge ſome to be of the Houſhold of Fairh. I he wicked 
15 4n abomination to the jaſt: It follows thence, thut che juft dorh 
know him, and nim to be wicked. bod . 

The wicked a withdrawnfrom, 2 T7 3. 3. then they 
muſt be firſt diſcovered, known, and judged to be ſo , elſe we 
break the rule of Charity by withdrawing from them, eſpeci- 
ally if they are perſons with whom we have formerly had com- 
mumon in — mattert; for from ſuch we ought not to 
withita cauſe.” -* 78: 18 e 

By ull which it appears, thut notwithſtanding: Chriſt doth 
here forbid raſh Judgement, yet it hinders not that a Stri 
Jadgement tnay be made. Nay our Lord Chriſt in this 72h, ch. 
dats plainly Levlere bite Will to be, that according to the Scris 
J Mhoakd all bis people walk. -. _ | 


Heaters way According to this Rule ſhould Hearers walk. wich repo to 
paß 1 ka their Teadhers, and alſo Teachers and Miniſters with reſpect to 
ure jadg vent their 1 

on their ict Pitt, People with reſpel to their Teachers, ver. 15. Bray: 
ought to de uf | falſe prophets which come to you in ſheeys clothing , but imwardly 


are raveningWelnes, But Lord (m the Diſciples have ſaid) 
r Know them! ( ſeith Chriſt) von 
know them ly their fruits, vet. 16, This generation of raven- 

| ing 


«a«} 
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1 


ing Wolves and falſe prophets God doth generally ſuffer them 
(ke the good of bis people, lef be drawn away by them) 
by one mearis or orher to diſcover felves by their fruits, 
either by faperſticious and idola practices, chruſting in 
their own inventions into the Worſhip of God, and per ſecu - 
ting all thoſe that will nor conform even to the death, and that 
upon a pretence of zeal to the Churches peaceſ for that is their 
ſheeps cloathing they wear to hide their abomigable wicked- 
neſs) Or elſe by their debaucbery and prophaneneſs , whereby 
make it to appear asclear as che Sun at noon, that not- 
— they may appear zealous for Church-Reformati- 
on, and plead the holineſs of Fen regre Rona aEBenn, 
Ce. yer that they are perſect enemies to a holy life, and to the 
power of Godlineſs ivers and Hereticks when they plead 
the Kingly Office of Chriſt in his Church, and are holy in their 
lives, are of all perſons in the world moſt * and ſitteſt 
to propagate the deſign of the Devil, who often appears as an 
of Light, that he may deceive. For holineſs ina Leader 
or Teacher is of a very drawing, convincing Nature. When 
therefore any ne notion is dehveredto us, that is contrary 
to the ancient received faith of the Saints, the more glorious 
the pretence is under which it-comes; the more ſhould we fear 
ir, and che more carefally ſhould we ponder it in the ballance 


of che Sande: | . ASS 4 
But new when God ſhall ſaffer deceivers by their prophane- 
neſs and debanchery ſo todifcover themſelves, as that he that 
rats may ceadof what kind of ſpirit they are, and whoſe inte- 
reſt they are advancing, wo to thoſe that ſhall join with a ge- 
neration thus diſtovered, a tion upon whom the marks 
of God's wrath and diſp are. He walks not by this rule 
that can be content to hear his Parifh-Miniſter , though he be 
never ſo ſuperſtitious in bis Worſhip, or prophane in his life. 
Allo, according to this Rule ſhould Teachers walk with re- 
ſpe& to their \Ver.6. Give not that which is holy unto dogs, 
rruberruſt ye thy Pearls before Swine, leſt they trample them jk, 
their feet, and turm again and rent pom. 
WhereinChriſt doth declare it to be lawful to call dogs dogs, & 
ſwine (wine;wch cannot be meant of irrational creatures * 


* 
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my have reference unto private re proof and adm 


Prot 9 7.8 


Grent diſſer · 


by thoſe Names, but of men and women of prophane and 
wicked lives. Now unts ſuch muſt not be caſt pearls , which 
There is a great deal of Wiſdom to be uſed in giving private 
and particular reproof to prophane perſons; for that Som 
ſaith, Reprove not a ſcorner, left he hate thee, He that reproverh a 
ſcorer, getteth to himſelf * aui he that reproveth a wicked 
mau, getteth to humſelf a blot, There was 2 time when David 
was ſilent, becauſe the wicked were preſent, To or 
reprove ſome wicked prophane wretches, eſpecially in ſome of 
their mad moods and fits, or at ſuch a time to be ſpeaking to 
them concerning the excellency of Chriſt , and concernmencs 
of Eternity, would be but to expoſe the Truths of Chriſt to 
great contempt and reproach , and to draw forth their curſed 
luſts and paſſions, giving them thereby opportunity to vent 
that wg mg — _ — and = his —— 
ments. in, y thi and pearls, may be underſtood 
the ſacred and holy thi ; of God's Houſe , ſuch as the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt in the Lords Sapper. Indeed the preach- 
irg of rhe Goſpel belongs to all, Ir's to be procet te every rreu- 


ence beween tert (Mark 16.15.) Dogs and Swine, to the vileſt finners ia the 
preaching & world; and it's the duty of all that live within the found of the 
adminiſtring Goſpel, to attend upon it. But now the Lords Supper is a pe- 


the Loids 
Supper. 


and draw the people, be th 
W 


— — 


culiar Ordinance, inted and inſtituted to be practiſed by, 
and ddminifirel ents ior and Swine, but Sous & 2 
ters: It's a wicked man's duty to hear the Word preacht, but 
not to come to the Lords : Before he comes to this Or- 
dinance, he muſt look after —_— cowards Cod, and Faith 
in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; which Faith in Chrifheakevin'nov-0n- 
y the aſſent of the Ji ent, but alſo the conſent of the wilt, 
not onely the knowing, but the loving and imbracing of trutb, 
Heb.11,13---were perſwaded of the promiſes (there wes the uſſent 
of rhe e embraced them , there was the conſent 
of the will, SES 1308 0315: 
Its the duty of a Miniſter by all 


to the hearing of che 


— — 


— — "2 
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— Some Miniſters may here. object and fox, Thngh 74. 
perſ ade my people ta come to the Lords Supper, yet I diſcharge my 
ſelf, I tel — they ſhowld be qualified, and the danger of com- 

ing unprepared * And ſo I amCclear from the gu lt of their blood, 
Af. t. The Text ſaith, Gus wot holy th, de dog, How then 
'canſt thou diſcharge thy felf, when notwith(landi ng chou teſleſt 
of hn the people they ought to be ſo and fo qualified, to have know- 
ledge, =o, repentance, love to — and his people, &c. — 
that i come unprepared, they make ilty o 
the blood of Chritt, ad oak and drink to chemſclyes —8 
on ( which are very aſtoniſhing conſiderations) and yet never - 
theleſs doſt receive ſuch to this Ordinance as are known to be 
very ignorant, and alſo very diſſolute and propbane. And unto 
every one of theſe thou faift, delivering the bread , T he Body 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt which was given for ches] take and 
eat this in remembrance that Chriſt dyed for [hee] And deli- 
vering the Cup, The Blood of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt which was 
ſhed for \ drink chis in remembrance that Chciſt*s blood 
was ſhed for |: a was Gods command to Jeremiah, that 
4 7 he ſhould fe precious from the vile, (Jer. i 5. 19.) But 
contrariwiſe, ſome men do ſeparate the vile from the precious. 
do by the vileneſi of their own lives , and the corruptneſſe of 
their commanions, forcibly (us I may ) keep off ſuch 
| as do rruly fear theLord from joining wiſh them, & ſo become 


aſeperared compeny of ignotent, prophane, vile perſons. . 
No whether — _— thou canſt fo clear thy ſelf , as 
not to be guifty of t be blood of thoſe ſoul as ſhall be ſtrenꝑ · 
thened in a way of wickedneſs by their receiving the Lords 
Supper from thy hands, and i ed in their hope of Gods 
love, and life ( notwithſtanding a wicked courſe; for 
that thou doſt cell them in the adminiſtration of that Ocdi- 
nance , that the Body of Chriſt was given for them, and bis 
blood ſhed for them: I ſay, this thing is worthy of thy ſeriqus 
confiderarion. cffion of the Lord Chineellor in his 
ſpeech on the geh. of May, r661, is very lignificant , and will 
de found undoubred!y true at the great day of 'Chrilt,& mighe 
well (for the tonſideration and caution of all the Minifters of 

* Commumon Table, W 1 

2 t 


tt — — 
— . A... 


| 
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That to poiſon 4 man at the Lords Supper, would be worſe then to kill 
him in a Tavern. | 
Why ſome Queſt. But what is the reaſon that ſome men are ſo general 
Miniſters are in their admiſſion to the Lords Supper, and ready ( not onely 
= in to invite all, but) even to compel them ( had they power) to 
the Lords come, how unworthy ſoever they may be? 
Supper, Azſ. I am not able to ſay why, except for ſach reaſons as 
theſe, which I wiſh were not found too true, V. 
I, 1. Becaule, that ſhould they make uſe but of the outworks 
of Diſcipline, it would reach themſelves as well as the people: 
For, if a Drunkard ſhould be kept out from receiving, then he 
deſerves to be kickt out, and not ſuffered to adminiſter : If a* 
ſwearerbe unworthy to receive, he ii much more unworthy to 
adminiſter, cc. Rom.2.3. Thunkeſt thaw this, O wan, that judge 
8 eſt them which do ſuch things, and doft the ſame , that thou ſhalt e,. 
cape the Fudgement of Cod? T how therefore which teacheſt another, 
teacbeſt thou not thy ſelf ? Thou that preacheſt a man ſbould not ſteal, 
Commit wes, and doſt thou di the very ſame things ? From the 
107. to the 25. | E 
2.  2dly, It's poſlible may either want money, or love mo- 
ney; ſo that the gain and profic that comes in by the multitude 
of Communicants, may be another reaſon. But 
3. zahlt n dwell ſome in the pariſh that do 
| truly fear God, or ſ ke under ſome conxictiom of Spi- 
rit, and theſe having. received light to the contrary, 
dare not ſit down in ſuch corrupt Communions. Now out of 
prejudice to theſe c there op old enmity berggeen the Seed 
of the Woman, and the Seed of the Serpent) the pariſh-Mini- 
ſter may not onely invite and perſwa de all to come, but (accor- 
ding to his power force and compel them, or at the leaſt, threa 
ten, that if. they come not, they (hall be indicted, and ſo and fo 
proſecuted; and all this to torment and aflict the beſt in the 


riſh, ; 
e eee 
ng their people, telling them on the one hand, that i 
ent and drink unworthily, they eat and drink damnation to 
themſelves; and yet on the other hand do threaten, that if they 
come not tothe Communion, they ſhall undergo ſuch — 
| | penahries; 


—_— 


— 
— — 
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penalties: So that now if a —— doth judge himſelf unwor- 
thy, be muſt either venture his own damnation, or elſe the un- 
dergoing of what trouble and loſs the Miniſter can put him to: 
Oh horrible wickedneſs! // 6 

Queſt. Are there ſuch Miniſters in England? 

Anſ. Lam not able to ſay there are not;bue this I pray bear 
tily, that if ſuch there be, God would be pleaſed either to con- 
vert them, or elſe caſt them forth as dung in the midſt of the 


Land. . | 

It's poſſible ſome willing to juſtifie themſelves ia this practiſe 
may thus reply,or at leaſt we wil ſuppoſe they doſo:The reaſon 
or argument of this prohibicion, not to give that which is holy 
to dogs, is, leſt they turn again and rent you; Now. we fear. not 
by what we do, the peoples rending of us; our diſcoveries of 
truth are not ſo piercing, but the people can bear them well 
enough; eſpecially ſince we do not trouble their Houſes or 
Chambers with them; We loye not this preaching from-Houſe 
to Houſe, perſwading men to purity, it tends to Sedition. and 
Faction : And as for our reproofs: of fin, they are moſtly pub- 
like; and we know how to reprove ſin in ſuch a ſuperficial man- 


ner; that it ſhall not offend any; Our people know we cannot 


preach, but we maſt ſometimes ſpeak againſt exorbitant pr acti- 
ſes; bur then if at ſometim̃es ( to pleaſe ſome whimſey- headed 


perſons in our pariſhes, we happen to ſpeak more againſt fin 


then ordinary, or then we can do freely, we axe (ure, by our 
plauſible complying converſation; to make up that offence 
quickly with the honeſt Orthodox party in our pariſhes, that 


ſhalt not be offended with us, or the Church ſor it. ; 
And then as for the Lords Supper, admiſſion Is very 


pleaſing it's more likely if we ſhould deny it, they would rend 


us, rend our tythes from us, yea our * it in their 
power. Our way therefore is, to pleaſe t in the admi- 
—_—_— of the — Tu hold a _ — ay wh 

keeping up ip amon xt, and in · 
dulging the younger in their lawful — upon the Lords 
day, letting them alone with their A Poles and hit ſun- Ales, 
&c. And by this means we are perſwaded we gain more (ten 
to one) then the. Puritans can in their preciſe way, This — 


— 
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duly conſidered, we judge our ſelves not much concerned 
in this prohibicion , id being grounded upon the reaſon a. 
; entioned- 8 enn FIN 
An. Then! pig age elf as much as well thou 

canſt ; and Ido grant, that managing chy matreC) as 
thou haſt ſaid; chere is no viſible cauſe of ſar that tho ſhalc 
be rent by che prophane about thee, though(it may be) the — 
may reud better men then thy ſelf a thouſand fold. But ic 

will be thy wiſdom not to provoke theſe Dugs and Sw iue: for 

if thou fhalt be too quick with chem, and call them to ſay 

before they have had time to con their Leſſons, and then 

whip them becauſe they han'c them perfect they be ready 

to fall upon thee, and if they be but once provoked , they 

will out wich all thy wickedneſs, they l tell thee to thy face 

of thy Oaths, Drunkenneſs, Wantonneſs, &c, And what 

will chey then ſuy? Thon a Miniſter! Thon a Devil. Thus 

will 8 ſpeake, though they themſelves be as vile as 
may be, » | : 

But I would frere mind: thee of that which happily thou 

hadſt forgot; aud that is, that there is a double a t ws, 
uſed by Chriſt, why holy things fliould not be given to d L / 
Cc. I, Leſt they tr ample them under their feet. And then 241y, 

Turn again, and rext you. Now thou haſt taken that concerns 

thy ſelf but — not that which concerns the glory of 

God, and the honor of his Ordiuances. Chriſt would ha ve 

his 3 be prudent, and avoid rending if they may; but 

upon their lives they muſt take care of his glory and honor, 

So that when it comes once to this, that eithet they muſt ex- 

poſe themſelves to rending, or the Ordinances of Chriſt to 
pollution and 1 the Goſpel ought (in 

ſuch a caſe) to chooſe his own rending. 

Thou cughteſt therefore to conſider, whether by inviti 
and entertaining vile perſons at the Lords Table, thou def * 4 
not expoſe his Ordinance to day oy ray grey whether 
c 


perſons will not greatly undervalue it, fince they can have 
ic upon ſuch terms; and alſo thou ſhouldR; r whether 
by thy Fee converſation ata people, thou doſt not 


ſtrengthen them in their wick $, and (as it were) with a 
light in thy hand lead them to Hell. Ihave 


ing earneſtly and importunately;. dt ' 


8 — ——_—— 


. 2 E 


"Thave deen the Ia 
ſpeak againtt the admi 


the Lord's — the reply 5 15 2 
ace : 
roug 
Another thing Chriſt ſpeaks unto is, im- 
portunate prayer; 7,8;9;10;11: ver. pinch oy; chapel be- 
torethe Text is that excellent Moral Precept. To * piers Vale 13. 
i we wonld be donc unte. This Precept is tg; 
Light of Nature, and is writ in the hears 1 $ 
a Rule known to all, talked of by mods F.ve- 


ry few. 
We ſhall now (God willing) ſpeak 225 che rente 


Euter ye in at the ſtrat Cue. — | (UL FU 
Theſe words — ous: JU bit 


The Text o- 
to prevent an objection — —— Wa here ptned. 
—— as thus might it have been „ Lord, in caſe 


none are bleſſed but —— doetboub bad 


cba Eee ess — N e 6. png fork ce 
— fag ee eyes, eee a 
Benying Wera che 


. 


ery ching, 
* - roy rp that perſs 
chieFend en 
in every duty a — Fo Fai 


ments mot dag ay buc egg 
ing no man for that hich they allow, 


dhey would ba dens i 


pline is 
char wiltby! favad, 1 2-0 
Our Lord Qbriſt. Rohr 


"—— 


Lift ant Bre offer el te choice, 

In chele worde) bave two chings conſiderable, 

1, You have ſomething — aſſerted by our Lord 
Chriſt as an A true h; to wit, That the way to true 
happineſs i r 
broad and euſie; and there is but few that do 
walk in che oe bak moltfa che larcer way. 

2. YouhaverheExhortation of our Lord Chriſt,groun« 
ded upon this plain and undoubted Aſſertion, wz. That 
lince the way to deſtruſtion is broad and full, we ſhould 
thereſtire bewate of it; and ſince the way to glory. nar» 
com, we ſhould therefore ener in ( (aith this Scripture)ſfrive 
to ent er un ( Caich Luke) at this ſtrait gate, and to walk in this n. 
r Way 


8 5 which I ſhall ſpeak unto, will be che andoubted AF 
wil 


the =o and as for the Exhortatory part, Was 
way of improvement. 7 


| — — to be ſpoken unto: 
I Poctt. 4 Per 771 I ſha} oa to firſt, though. it be not firſt in 
„in the Text) That che win to bel ant eee 6s a bread exis 
"_ TN the'moſt alt vn it *i ea 2'2 . 
— N to hewvew and Miedieſs, 2 narrow way, 


4d) ew | 
= e ane of chefiſ partcary Libel propound, 


How it com En dope . ( ith« 
Momo d in it: 


What the 
broad way to 
deftruRion is. 
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2,25, So that without turn , without converſion there is no Every unte- 
ſalvation, Joh# 3.3. But I ſhall a little expatiate, deſcending ferne pet · 
into particulars. | 1 
la this broed way we may conſider theſe five paths all very the breed way 
broad, and leading to deſtruftion, 1, The path of Ig! to Hell, * 
2dly, Of —— 340, Of Diſobedience. 4 hy, Of falſe Fue paths in 
Worſhip. And 5thly, Of Hypocrifie. the broad way 

Firſt, The path of Ignorance, the want of the knowledge of 1. The pach 
the true God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt; in whoſe face the glo-of Ignorance, 
rious attributes of God doth ſhine forth moſt clearly, Now the 
want of this, doth render the ſoul iti a loſt and miſerable ſtate, 

2 Cor. 4 3. If our Goſpel be hid, it's nd to them that are loſt, Mind 

Hoſ.4 6 John 17.3, Kom. 10.14. Without this 82 the mind 

can't be good, Prov. 19.2. A perfon may as well ſay he bath s 
good eye, though a blind one, as a good heart, thoogh i 
rant : There can be no traly good meanings, breathings, de- 

firings, in the heart without light. 

Now in this blind dark path, doth all men naturally walk, /. 1/4 42.6, 5. % 
14 2. Eph 4.18. Eph.5.8. And therefore Chriſt is given to be 44. H 
Light to them that ſit in darkneſs and in the ſhadow of b. The na- 
tural man underſtandeth not the things of God, neither can he, lo- 
cauſe they are 2 diſcerned; and becauſe he knoweth them 
not, therefore he cannot — 14.17. 1 Cor. a cb. Seek 
therefore after the knowledge of in Chrift , and for the 
Lord's ſake take heed of adding to natural blindnefs, blindnefs 
of mind, and a hatred of the Light; for this obſtinate blind- 
reſs doth more and more aienste the heart from God, Eph. 4. 

18, and bring condemnation with a witneſs, Joho 3.19. This is 
the coudenpnatron, that Light is come into thiwerld, and men loved 
darkpe ff rather then light, becauſe their deeds wry cuil. Take heed 
of oppofing, neglectmꝑ, refuſing, and deſpifing the precious 
* —— whereby you are to come to thee knowledg 
in Chriſt. J a | 
2d!y; The path of Prophaneneſs. This is the filthy ; dirty 2. The path of 
path of « ched, wretched life; He pollen each world, Frortuncuc (5. 
the Cinqueof ſiu, when petſons ſhall live in all manger of abo- 
miriable wickedneſs, ſuch-as ſwenring, kenneſs,, unclean - 
nels, idolatry, Eng, FRI Ther this 
| Lu pach 
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18 Life and Death offered to choice, 
path leads to deſtruction, is clear from theſe Scriptures, 1 Car, 
6.9,10,Ga1,5,19,20.21; Rev.21 G. ult. & 22,15, 

That this path is broad and full, Experience doth teach if we 
look no further then our own Iſl ind, bow doth Prophaneneſs 
and Debauchery ſpread ic ſelf ? How is the Lords Day propha- 
ned, his Name blaſphemed, Holineſs deſpiſed, c.? Becauſe of 

. curling, and ſwearing, and damning, the Land doth mourn, or 
rather ought ro mourn. Do we not wiſh the Pox , and Plague 
of God upon each other daily, as if we would provoke the Al- 
mighty to ſhoot his Arrows amongſt us? Is not the iniquity of 
Sodom to be found among us, Pride, fulneſs of Bread, and abux- 
dance of idleneſs, Excl. 16.49. And exceedingly aggravated a- 
bove-that of Sodom, in that it hath been againſt ſo many War- 
nings,ſo much Light, and the exerciſe of ſuch love and forbear- 
ance with us. Nay, may we not ſay concerning England,as of J/- 
ae! ot old,(Hoſea 4.2,)T hat by ſwearing, and lying,and killing, and 
ſtealing, and committing adultery, they break out and blood toncheth 

Y- blood, - But . 

wit Ya 3aly, There is the path of Diſobedience. It's true, the ig- 

norant perſon is diſobedient, foraſmuch as it's che duty of if 
to labour after the knowledge of God, and the debauched per 
ſon is a diſobedient perſon; but here I underſtand the Negative 
Chriſtian (if we may call him a Chriſtian) that pleaſeth bimſelt 
that he is not ſo and ſo; no Swearer , no Drunkard, &c, And 
foraſmuch as he cannot be charged with the commiſſion. of 
geoſs ſins, he judgeth his ſtate good, Now this is a path that 
doth moſt certainly lead to everlaſting ruine, and that becauſe 
the Goſpel dath require poſitive obedience. It's not what thou 
art not, or what thou bait not done; but what thou art, and 
what thou haſt done, that will comfort thee upon à dying bed. 
The Sdipe land before a Judgement - ſeat. I hou ſaiſt thou haſt not walked 
requi:eth po- ſo and ſo; Well, but haſt thou believed, repented, and obeyed 
fitive obe di- the Goſpel? Theſe things are poſitively required. As firſt, the 

e Goſpel requires Faich (which isa coming out 7 our Yew to 

A definition Chriſt for ſalvation, and a receiving of Chriſt upon I- 
of Fakþ. terms, viz, a5a King to rule, * to —— = 

. fave)1 Jobs 3,23, Matth,11.28. And without this, no ſalvati · 

on, Lab 19,27 Job 3.18, 1 


Again, 
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N Life and Death offered to choice. 19 
Again, the Goſpel requireth repentance, MA. 4. 17. Ali: 2. 
38. & 3.19, The Law knoweth no repentance, the Language 
thereof is, The ſoul that ſus muſt dye. Repentance unto life is a A deſcripti- 
pure Goſpet-Cammand, and comes in upon the acconnt of the on o/ Repen- 
New-Covenant. Now that Repentance which the Goſpel re- 
quires, it conſiſts, ( firſt ) In a ſence of fin original and actual. 
Secondly, Humiliation for it, Thirdly, A hatred of all of that 
kind. Fourthly, a departing from it. And this Repentance i 
ſo required in the Goſpel that without ic there is ao ſalvation, 
Luke 13.3. Pſal,68,21, God tal wound the hairy ſcalp of ſuch 
an one 4s goeth on ſtill in his treſpaſſ es. 
Again, the Goſpel requires obedience, Matth. 20.28. f Per. 
1.15. 2 Cor,10.5- Nom. 6,13. And this is fo required alſo, 
that without it there is no entring into Heaven, Heb.1 2.14, & 
5.9. & 2 Theſ.1.8. In flaming fire taking * ou them that 
know not God, and obey not he Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Con- 
ſider this in the fear of the Lord all ye civil ones, that though 
your lives may not be ſo vile as others, yet if that be wanting 
which che Goſpel doth require, above-mentioned, then as ſure 
as thou haſta being in this World at preſent,” ſo ſure wilt thou 
have a being with the Devils in everlaſting flames, if free grace 
prevent · not. This path is doubtleſs a broad path, thoufands 
have travelled to Hell in this path , looking for no more then 
the negative part of Godlineſs. To proceed. +4 
4thiy, There is 2 path of falſe Worſhip. As there is a true The dan 
Worſhip required in the firſt and ſecond Pretepts of the of falſe Wars 
ral Law, ſo there is likewiſe a falſe Worſhipin the world, which grip. , 
upon your ſouls you muſt beware of. Now this falſe Wor- 
ſhip may be reduced to one of theſe two heads, viz. Idola- 
iy; lor idolerry, idolatry inthe Worſhipof Idol-gods.and 
Fir atry, Idolatry is the Worſhipo sand 
this Tdolatry is either external or internal. 1 = * 
Internal dolatry-is the placing of chat fear, truſt, ſove,&c. 
whichis due to the'rrve God, upon ſomerhing elſe, This is a sed . 
breach of the firſt Commandment, wherein God doth forbid i is TY 


Got R rea precede ncy ind preheminency in our 
affections, Dent 6.5, Now this heart · worſhip is called natural 


— 
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20 Life aud Drath offered to choice. 
worſhip, andtharbecauſe it depends upon the very nature 
of God, confidering what a Gon be iy Fond is das from us 
by the very Law of Creation; being by that Law boundto 
love, fear, truſt, c. the true God above allotfreryin heaven 
or earth. Andcurſed is that ſoul that wich- ho ds from God 
Mah 1 uit, the wale of his flock , which is the heart heart. 
Here note, that every man naturally hath an Idol in his 
heart; ſomething which he prefers before God, and the wel- 


fare of his precious ſoul: ſo that we may conclude every un- 


regenerate perfon to be a Heart-Idolater. 
External Ido- Exterzal Idelatry, is either the worſhipping of any thing 
latry what it befides the true GOD, as a God; or, Secondly, The wor- 
Is. ſhipping of the true God by Idols and Images. . The former 
is a bi 
Erad. 20. 3. kave no other Gods before me3 and is exprefly forbid in other 
were not to be once named amongſt them, E»0d.23.13,and 
che very places of Worſhip were to be deſtroyed, Deut. 12, 
2,3. In this worſhip is nothing to be expected but wrath 
and damnation, Dirt. 6. 14,1 5. & 29. 26,27. Rev. 20, From 
which wrath their falſe gods cannot fave them, Jer. 10. 8,14 
15. Hab 2.18, 19. | 5 
But ſecondly, There is another way of Idolatry, which 
God alſo abhors; and that is, the — to worſhip 
the true God by Idols and Images. This kind of Idolatry 
lan breach ofthe ſecond Command, :which forbids the ma- 
£204.20. 3, f. King to our ſelves graven Images, or che bowing down to 
them, and * of them, if made by others: And 
this was the ſin or Iſrael in the matter of the Calf. Aaron 
and the reſt were not ſo blind, as to think the Calf was 
_  Gvd; but they intended the worſhip of the true Gad by the 
Calf, as appears Exa#32:5- Auron proclaimed , tomorrow. 
is »ſeaft co the Lord, not to the Calf : and yet if you con- 
' ſult the the $:þ verſof that Chapter, ulſo F ſal. 06. 19, 20. 
A. 41. you find, God did account ix al one a if they 


EE” terminated their rg — he Calf; ſorsſmuch ag 
theſe Scriptures ſtith plainly; That they ip ti Calf, 
and offered ſacrifice fo the Idol, and rejoiced 19 the werks of their __ 


ch alſo ofthe firſt Command, which ſaith,Thow ſhalt 
Scriptures, as Exod.34.1 0, Demt.6,14- Nay, other falſe gods 


> 
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It's therefore's vain —— the papiſis to ſay, they do 
not terminate their ape. Fr the Image or picture, but 
worſhip the true God by it : though they uncover the . 
bow rhe body; dend the knee to the Image,” yet all chis 
not worſhißing the Image, but God by it. And thus do 
Altar-Worſhipers plead, they bow before the Altar, but not 
toit ; they worſhip not the Alear, but God by it. But the 


moſt High God will be -worſhiped in ſpirit and truth, and The drawing 


not by Pictures and Images. To make therefore a Pure of, 


the Trinity is abominable Idolatry. Conſider theſe Scri-Geg or Chriſt 
ptures, Dext.4.15,16,17,18,19. 1/4.40,1$,19,20.8 46.5, 6,7, u abuminable- 


8,9. And as for Chrift, though indeed as man he was pictu- 
rable, yet becauſe of that near union that was between the 
two natures, the dra ing a picture of tim maſt needs be very 
ſinfull and wieked. Both theſe kindes of Idolatry are to 
be fled from, 1 Cer. 10. 14. 1 Jab g. u. God did ſo abhor it 
that he gave order that their Groves & high Places ſhould 
be deſtroyed, Deus. y. 5. Ia 30. 22, '2' Cor 6,16, Nam $1.53. 
and accordingly you'l finde the good Kings of Troy Aid. 
This is a path chat leads verxaii ly to rhine; Fat 97g. Con- 
founded be all they that ſerve — mages," #þat baaſt the — 
of Idols: Worſhip him alt ye Je gode. You- may do well here to 
conſider chat ſevere Law 

— 7 intice to Idolatry; the 6th verſrto the 12. theſub- 
3 'which/Law was this, That f minis axis ſon,” 5 


fs end, &. ſhould entite hin ſecretly tothe in. 
fall 61 ur het then that hor ms heal not er i bet 2 * 
ft upon bins to kill him, fling ill be 
died. . —2— to be, That 
Hd x , more ſo i Gar den. 
We of Falſe Worſhip, is Will- Worltip, has of Will- 
founded purely upon Wotſhiy. 


on the very nature of God, and due by the very Law of 


Creation, and ſo needed no inſtitution for it the inſti. 
tuted Worlki of God (of which the ſecon Command — * 


iſe upon the W God : ſo that God 


treatt is b 
? will 


13. Jagainft thoſe that ſhould 


Mo he here, that though — he Worlhip is — The differences 
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na- 
rural and in- 
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| ſerved by ſuch Worſhippers. It's a Worſhip o 


will own no Worſhip to be his, but what he hath comman. 
ded. Hence it is, that though natural Worſhip abides ever 
the ſame, yet inſtituted Worſhip hath been divers, Uuder 
the Old Teſtament in one form, and under the Goſpel in 
another, And as all the Ceremonies under the Law were 
lav full onely upon the account of Gods command, ; ſo un- 
der the Goſpel, that which doth warrant Church- conſtitu- 
tion and Diſcipline, Ordination of Officers, Adminiſtration 
of the Seals, & c: is nothingelſe but the command of God, 
And therefore when God — (in Jer. 7. 31. & 193.) 
2gainſtthe offering of their Sons and Daughters to Baal, he 
{aith not, I forbad this (though he had forbad it once and 
again, as Lewit 18.21, & 20.2. Dent. 1 2.31. & 18.2.) but 
it nevet came into my heart to requite it. By Will- Worthip 
then I mean mens additions unto, ox ſubſtractions from the 


Word of God, in the matter of inſtituted Worſhip. This is 
forbidden Deut. 4.2. & 12.32. Prov.z9 6, 
Whereln the No this way of Will-Worſhip muſt needs lead to ever- 


evil of Will- ing. ; , * 
_ laſting deſtruftion z; For that 


ſiſteth. 


1. It's committing high Treaſon againſt the God of hea- 
ven. To clip the King's Coyn is Treaſon, but to put our 
own ſtamp upon it is high Treaſon : To diminiſh ought 
from God's Law is very abominable, but co make Laws of 
our owu is much more abominable. "je 12:1 WA 

2. It's che ſetting up ofthe Wilband Wiſedom of man in 
oppoſition to the Authority and Wiſgdom of Chriſt, That 
whereas we are commanded to do that which is right in the 
ſight n Sen & 12.25, 28. & 13. 18. K 
28.14, ) this is, doing that which is right in our own eyes as 
if we — dd, 2 the Lord, It's dhe Lang ebe 
heart of an Idolater, 2 have this man to fule over 
me; if Ido him any homage, it ſhall be to my 


oven will. 


IJ Tbis is in Scripture called the Worſhip ef Devils, Leu. 17.7. 
Dent. 3 2.17. 1 Cor, 10.20. Rew-9.20, Pſal 106. 36,3 7. 2 Chrox. 
11. 1 5. and that becauſe it's not God but the Devil chat is 
ved by eDevils in- 
venting, and that he by all means poſſible endeavours to 

ſtrengthen 
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frengthen and eſtabliſh, Now che Worſhip of the Devil 
muſt needs lead to ruine. 
<< — and Will. Worſhip is that which cauſech che 
Jealouſie of God to break forth. We have this word Jealou- 
fe mentioned in no Command but the Second, which crea» 
teth of inſtituted Worſhip, and ſeveral times it's uſed in 
Scripturein reference to Worſhip, as Exod.34.10. Dent. 6. 14 
15, & 32,16, Pſal.78.58. If you ask what ſealouſie is, Sols- 
- wor ſaith, It the rage »f man, Prov.6 34, So that (to ſpeak 
with holy reverence) pollution in matter of Worſhip is chat 
which putteth che holy God into a rage and fury, makerh 
him very wroth, and Who is able toſtand when once che 
Jealoate of God bgeaks forth? Now by all this it appears, 
that Idolatry and Will-Worſhip leadeth to deſtruction. 
And now that this way of falſe Worſhip is nevertheleſs a 
broad path, appears, if weſhall confider, that moſt part of 
the world is without the knowledge of the true God: Some 
worſhiping the Sun, Moon, and Stars, &c. ſome, Men, like 
themſelves, and ſome four-footed. Beaſts, and Creeping 
things: For the proof of which, the Scriptures are abun» 
dantly full; Jer. 10. 1, and ſo on. Pſa/.115,4, K 13556, 
17,18. Rom. I. 21, 22,23. 1 Cer 10. 20. And then in that pars 
of the world which is called Chriſtian, there Antichtiſt ſit- 
teth in the Temple of God, ſetting up his poſt by Gods 
Poſt, and his Pillar by Gods Pillar. Keel. 14. 9,10, 11,12. 
There it ſaith, that Fb»ſoever ſhall worſhip the Beaſt, or receive 
bns Mark, , Ce. ſhall drink. of the wine of the wrathof God, that 
i poured out without mixture, into the cup of bis Indignation, &c. 
And yet you (hall funde (Rev. 13.3, 8.) that »pos t bealing of 
the deadly wound of the Beaſt, all thoſe whoſe. name: are not written 
in thi Liatbs book of Life ſhall wonder after the Beaſt, and wirſh1 
him, Now for the Lords ſake, and for your ſouls take! 
to it, that neither by threats nor flatreries you are brought 
to walk in this aceurſed path. a — 

Queſt. Bu will not the Command of a Chief Magiſtrate excuſe 
mer 

Anſs. Daniel and the three Children had the command 
of the King, and yet that would not prevail with —— 

| en 


1 
—_— 


OE ͤ —— 
either ton 0 the true , Or to worſhi 
ON eee a falſe Gods ; 


| 5 * Queſt, Bar may I not keep my heart to — though I ds ſubwit 


externally to a falſe, ſuperſtitions Will-Worſhip 

| pw, No: Ie's impoſſible for thee co give thy heart to 
God, and thy body to an Idol, He that i not with me is againſt 
we, and he that gathereth not with me ſcattereth abroad, Math. 


12.30, 
5. The path 5. The 5th and laſt is the Path of Hypeeriſie. The way 
of Hyponciſic. f Hypocritie, is hen men and — vr preteud to 
the true Worſhip of God, and ſeem zealons for his glory, and 
yet in heart be enemies to Chriſt, and the power of Godli- 
neſs,” A Hypocrite is one that hath a Saints name and a 
Devils nature; one that hates the practice of that he knows 
and commends to others, Exck. 33.33. Jerem. r. to the 12. 
Math. a2 3. | | 
This is a Path that leads to Hell; for, 1. All ſuch a per- 
ſons performances are abominableco God, /ſa 1,11. & 66. 
3. Zech.7.4,5,6, Mal.1.7,8, 2. There are ſeveral dreadfull 
words written againſt him, Mal. 1. alt. Iſai. 33. 14. Fab 8.13. 
& 20.5. & 25. N. & 15.34. & 13.16, Math 24. alt. And this 
is alfo a broad path, Nai. 9. 17. Every one is a lypocrite, Cc. 
Math. 7. 22. May ſhall ſay in that day, G c. And I ſhall profeſs 
wito them I never knew you : Depart from mee ye workers ef In- 
Fitz. Nay, among the Virgin-Worſhipers, ſuch as have not 
been polluted by Antichrift, there will be as many fooliſh as 
wiſe. Thus much in anſwer to the firſt Querie ,'viz. What 
W this broad way is. The — 
Alon it u the Second Query propounded was, h defraſtias that i, 
broad way bread way leadeth ano? 
feaderh unto, Anſw. This Deſtruction hath two parts; which I ſhall but 
name. N 
1. From the preſence of the Lord (the chiefeſt good) An- 
gels and Saints, 2 Theſ.1,8,9. In flaming fire, taking venge» 
once om them that know not God, and that obey not the 
Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Who ſhall be puniſhed 
wich everlaſting deſtrution from the prefence of che Lord, 
and from che glory of his And 2 — 5 
. This deſtruction will be to the company of the py 
an 
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and damned Spirits, in everlaſting flames, under God's u. 25. 41, 

wrath, and the terrour of a gnawing Conſcience for ever 47 30 · 

and ever.“ 22 0 Mar.44 45,48 
3. The third Query tobe reſolved is, How it comes to paſs phy mon 

that the moſt of 2 in this way which leadeth unto defiruftion? ba A this 
Anſw, For the ſolution of this Query, I ſhall lay down broad way- - 

theſe five Reaſons : g 4 

1. Becauſe it's mans own way, Every man is born wich Reaſ. r. 

his face towards hell, as before Laid, and thicherward doch 

he travel until converſion. Now, faitlr Solomon Prov. 16,2, 

The waies of a man (that is, the unregenerate man) are clean 

in his own eyes, &c. Home is home though never ſo homely, 

Hence ic was that Hadad in another caſe, (I Kings 11.212) 

defired of Pharaoh that he might go home to h | own] Conmtrey, 

though he had licked not hung in Egypt, yet be would go home mn any 

wiſe, Chriſt in the Goſpel callech the ſinner go the forfa- 

king of his own kindred, and his fathers houſe 3 all ics own 

ways, relations, and concernments whatſoever, And there- 

fore it is, that chough Chriſt doth make never ſuch rich 

profers to the ſinner, yet here he flicks ( till overcome by E 

Almighty power) he can't leave home, bg loveth his own \ 

ways, and muſt walk in them, though he periſh eternally. It's «of 

for this cauſe that the Fathers of the Antichriſtian Church, 

cannor be content to worſhip God according to their own 


* 


brains themſelves, but (according to their power) will force 1 
ic upon others : The reaſon is, becauſe it is framed by their_ 7 
grace, wiſdom, and underſtanding, and all of it the work of f 1 
che Crafts-men; and therefore ſay they, let the men that * 
facrifice kiſs the Calf, bovv and ſtoop to our Image, and that | | 


upon pain of death, or baniſhment; ſee for this Hoſes 
13-2, * hovvearneſt hath this made perſons at Idolacry, 
466. 3. Jer. 7.18. But 3 

1. Man is a creature that naturally doth love eaſe; novy 
this broad vvay is an eaſie path, there is nothing of difficul- 
ty in it. As the vyay of ignorance is an egſie path. To live 
ay thouſands even in this Iland do, vvho content chem- 
ſelves vvith the bate coming to Church, and being at Sa- 
craments,and never take no pains in ſearching after the know- 
ledg of God; phaſiag themſelves _ this conceit, chat becauſe 


Real. 2. 


they 


1 
wy 


— 
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5 they want that education which others have; God expects not 

Mund here, that they ſhould trouble themſelves about fearching the 
ates grea- Scriptures, or about the various Opinions of men in 
Religion , the Worſhip of God; and fo contents themſelyes-, (not: 
ternal work, withſtanding they are under the glorious light of the Go- 
pulling down ſpel) do live and dye in ignorance. And there is a Miniſtry in 
the ſtrong the World that ſuits this ſpirit , that teacheth the people that 


ho'dsof the they need trouble themſelves no further about Religion ,. ſave | 


— in Re. One ly to attend ee upon Divine Service, and to be cor - 


generation & ſtant at the Sacrament when it is adminiſtred, and get ſome 
n.oriification, good Prayer-Book to read in their Families *: Now this being 
ond without an eaſie Religion it's greatly pleaſing, and many poor ignorant 
. k ” people wil thank a Miniſter at preſent that ſhil fo inſtruct them, 
m. y g ay though it may be they may curſe him hereafter in Hell for ic, 
for all their 24ly, The way of prophaneneſs, an eaſie path; a man may fic 
Divine Ser- upon an Ale-Bench and be drunk, lye upon a Down-bed and 
vice, and good he unclean, fit upon a Couch and ſwear , and curſe , and blaſ- 
Fray er Books eme the Name of God, and reproach his people, &c. And 
Real, 3. ſp alſo for the Negative Chriſtian , the Will-worſhipper, and 
e Hypocrite: None of theſe come ſo far as to pull out a right 

e, or cut off a ght hand for God. Sin may be loved, yes 

praiſed either more openly, or more ſecretly in all theſe paths 

© 3dly, Here's peace {fuch as it is) enjqyed in this broad way. 

It's true, God ſpeaks not peace to a wicked man, but the Devil 

he doth, Luke 11,21. Vhen A ſtrong man armed keegerh bis Palace, 

his Goods are in peace. The ſoul of an unregenerate man is the 

Devil's habitation 3 and it's the great deſign of the Devil to 

guard the lou), 8nd to preſerve its finful peace, and to preyent 

whatever might diſturb ĩt. And herein doths wicked man join 

with the Devil, being very loath to have his peace hrolen · Hence 

it is that wicked men do ſo hate and abbor à ſoul-ſearcbing- 

Miniſter, a burniog and a ſhining _ ; the reaſan is, becauſe 
er Lon 

[ e ret evi. © - Fas * rt , . * 0 : 2 

Aich muſt needs have lome kind of preichiog ) with ſuch a 

Miniſtry as ſhall neither by preaching nor living, diſturb their 

peace. Thoſe then that do employ themſelves. to. thruſt out 
Labgurers, and to put in Loyterers; to out ſuch 


who gndeav out to ſearch to ghe quick, and bring iti ſuch as _—_ 
oy A "_*  daub. 


-. - 
＋ 
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froated by che debanrhed party in the Devils Kimydom , may 


| Preciſe,to be tledup 20 inrdeneny,yer(having ſome ascidusal 
E 2 im- 


\ 


as — | 


Life and Death offered to choice, 27 

daub withuntempered morrer, do the Deril the beſt ſerviccof 
any men in the world. 

But note, that before ever the ſoul comes to enjoy true 
peace of Conſcience, this ſinful peace muſk be deſſroyed. Chriſt 
comes not( in the Coſpel)to maintain, but to deſtroy this peace. 

_ 4thly, Man is a ſociable ereature; and loves company; and in Reaſ. 4 

this broad way the Devil can furniſh them wich all ſorts of al- 
ſociates ſuitable to his diſpolition. As, ; 

r. Art thou a plain Countrey-man that foves to talk of th 
Plouphing and ſowing, &c. but doit not fancy to diſcourſe of 
Religion; thoù thinkeſt'that Diſcourſeis fit onely for Miniffers 
or learned Gentlemen, and not for ſuch plain men as thy ſelf. 
The Devil can furniſh thee with very ſuitable company; for he 
hath thouſands in his Kingdom chat do regard Religion as lit- 
tle as thou doſt, Or, | 

2dly, Art thou a ranting, damning fellow, that is reſolved 
for a merry life, though a ſhort one; to ſatiſie thy luſt to the 
full; and that never a Phanarique in the world ſhall alter thy 
mind, or ſtop thee in this Carear : That let what will come of 
it, thou art reſolved to have thy Whores,Cups, Oaths;&c The 
Pevil bath company for thee atſo. I am apt to think, that at 
this day the Devil hath more of this ſort in his Kingdom then 
pleaſeth him, they being grown now to that paſs, that they 
cannot de ſatisfied to have their fill of wickedneſs , bur 
muſt abuſe ſuch as will not run with chem into the fame excels. 
Now the Devil hach ſuch in his Kingdom, ther though they do 
not hate ſach things upon Gods account;( for then they would 
hate all fin) yet theic very Coufticrationsand Educations leads | 
them to abhor them. And theſe perſotm being «*oſed and af. 7/437 {z0, - 


haply be convinced, and put upon it to louk after « Pavillion, 

wherein 2 may de kept fromthe ſtcife of Tongues *:. For 

ſomething chat may dow weigh that reproach and malignity 

that this helliſh par ey dorh-caft upon them. | | 
345, Art thou for civil compery ? The Devil bath of theſe 

alſo in his Kingdom ns that ire well bret, and that do 

ſcorn to abuſe any, doth abhor a pro plage dillolate Carriage. 
4thly, Art thod one, that thou loveſt not to de over- 


F 
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immortality) canſt not be content without ſome kind of Wor- 
ſh p, thou art therefore for a good honeſt merry Religion, that 
Religion that hath been of late years, is too for 
thee, it makes thee no Muſick; and thou arc for a Miniſter that 
is a good fellow, that won't preach too often, and when he 
doth, not he too earneſt, bat will now and then break à jeſt in 
the Pulpit; and when be bath donepretchipg,wil not preſs you 
ſo much to private devotion , but that you may after Sermon 
upon Sunday ( as you call it) fetch a walk in the fields, and play 
a game or two at nine-pins, or at bowls, &c. In this broad wa 
there are many of thy ſpirit in this alſo. And this let me tell 
thee, That it ſhall not be the Devils fault, nor the fault of his 
ſervants, if thou art not fitted with a Religion that ſhall ſuit 
thee; a Religion that ſhall( 1.) be eaſie to underſtand. 24/3, To 
perform, 34%, That ſhall indulge thy luſts ſufficiently. But, 
Sthly, Arc thou paſt all the former, and art not onely for 
ſome Worſhip, but a pure Worſhip ? Will no company pleaſe 
thee but Virgins, ſach as have not defiled themſelves with pol- 
lated Worſhip? Give but beed to the Devil, and hefle help thee 
to difſemble, and by diſſimulation to get in among Gods peo- 
ple, it may be into Church-fellowſhip; & when thou art there 
(carrying thy ſelf cloſely ) a thouſand to one but in a little time 
the Devil will help thee to the ſociety of ſome in that Church 
that have as vain a ſpirit as thy (elf, and ſo you may walk toge- 
ther (concealing the matter) not onely in the love, bur practiſe 
of abominable wickedneſs , under a great profeſſion- Now 
there being ſuch accommodation for company in the Devils 
Kingdom, is a fourth Reaſon why ſo many walk in it. But, 
Lafily; The laft Reafon is, Becauſe that thoſe which are walk- 
ing in this path. know not whither they are going: Should you 
tell ſuch perſons that they are going the way to Hell,they'l not 


believe you; they i tell you you that aug hope to be faved as 


well as the beſt, and that they never in all their lives did queſti- 
on the mercy of God. It's true, every man bath his failings,and 
ſo have they, but God is abundant in mercy,and Chriſt he came 
to dye for finners; and theywonder why any petſon ſhonldque- 
jon the mercy of God, and the pardon of their fins; they bleſs 
God they never did queſtion it fince they were born. Now as 
adi theFather of aChriſtians hope{1Pet-143--begotten again 
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te a lively hope) and it hath all its nouriſhment from Heaven; fo 
a wicked man's hope it's begotten by the Devil, and nouriſhed 
by the breaſt of Hell, and ſo long as the Devil can preſerve this 
hope of bappiggs (notwithſtanding a ſinful life) the ſoul is ſe+ 
cure; but when once this wretched hope is deſtroyed , then the 
Devils Kingdom in the ſoul begins to ſhake, For the Kingdom 
of Chriſt (his Rule and Dominion in the ſoul) is built upon che 
raines of this accurſed Hope, Alas / were but a wicked man ſen- 
ſible of his Eſtate, he could not reſt ſatisfied one hourʒ but they 
are infatuated, under the power of an «/£gyptian darkneſs;0n- 
ly differing from the darkneſs of «/£gypt in this, that they feel £x04, 10 21 
it not, are not ſepſible of it, And hence it is chat the Devil's 
Kingdom is ſo full, 
us much for the firſt particular propoſed , namely, That 
the way that leadeth to everlaſting ruine, isa broad, eaſie 


way, | 
The ſecond thing to be ſpoken to (in the handling of which — — 
we ſhall bur hint things) is, 7 hf the way to glory an everlaſting © — 
bleſſedneſs, is aftrait narrow way. I ſhall (for the diſpatch of this) , t narrow 
endeavour to make a two-fold diſcovery , and that ina very war. | 
ſummary, v/z. | 
I. What the way to true bleſſedneſs is, 

2. What the reaſon is it's ſo ſtraight and narrow. 

For the ſolution of the firſt, I ſhall onely pive you this gene · what the way 
| ral anſwer, That it is the way of Faith in Chriſt , and Obedi- te bleficd- 
ence to Chriſt. Of. faithiin Chriſt, whereby the ſoul goeth out neſi is. 
of its ſelf, and reſleth alone upon the free-grace of God in 
Thriſt for {alvation, - Of obedience, whereby the ſoul receivi 
Chriſt as a Lord and King, is made willing to ſubject to all by 
Commandments, deſiring to own and obey ¶ in the ſtrength of 
God) whatever it finds to have the ſtamp of bis Authoricy up: 
on it. Theſe two (Faith and Obedience) taken in conundi- 


on, are paths that will undoubtedly lead to 22 ry. 
Indeed that faith that is without obedience, is a dead faith, an. 2 
And on the other hand, that obedience that is without faith, is 
unacceptable, Heb.11.6, But in what ſoul ſoever there is ſuch a 
faith as doth produce obedience , and ſuch an obedience. as is 
the fruit of true faith, chat ſoul is bleſt at preſent , and wo be 

ot + 
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bleſt unto n—_— And this is all I ſhall ſay in anſwer to the 
firſt query : The ſecond follows. 
What iris 24/y, The ſecond thing to be diſcovered is, What it is that 
— n maketh the way to glory ſo ſtreight and narrow. 
bea. A. It ariſech not from any thing in the way it ſelf, for all 
the wayes of Wiſdom are wayes of pleaſantneſs, and all her paths 
* Prov. 3.19 ave peace“. Chriſt's yoke it is eaſie, and his hurthen light r. And bz 
f Mate. 11. commands they are not grievons *, But from that contrariety and 
Lehn 5.3. oppoſition that there is not onely in the unconverted, but alſo 
in the unregenerated part of thoſe that are converted aęainſt 
thoſe terms which Chriſt hath propounded-for all thoſe that 
will be his Niſciples , to ſubmit unto. The ſinner would em- 
brace Chriſt gladly, ſo he might have him upon bis own terms, 
but now all thoſe that do expect benefit by Chriſt , they muſt 


— vis fudmit to thoſe terms that Chriſt bath propoſed; which terms 
: are expreſſed, Luke 9.23. And he ſaid to them all, If any man 
will come after me, ler him, Je 46 
1, Deny humſclf. 4 


2, Take up his Croſs __ 

3. And 2 me. Now theſe terms being ſo contrary to fleſh 
and blood, hence it is that it is ſo hard a matter to be a true 
Diſciple of Chriſt. I ſhall therefore for the further clearing of 
this diſcovery, ſpeak ſomething touching each of theſe term 
propoſed by Chriſt. And i 
Abour ſelf- 1. For that of ſelf-denial: I ſhall | | 

1, Give you a more general deſcriptiom of it, And 

2. Shall ſhew you more particularly what it is that Chriſt 
doth call che finner to deny. 

; Take the general deſcription thus: Self -Aenial, is a gracious 
Self-denial work of the Spirn of God, enabling the ſoul by Faith, ſe to behold 


dckrbed. © oh glory and excellency of Chrift, as to deny its ſelf, and al ſelf-con- 


Cernments, 4s they are either compared to Chriſt, or elſe come in com- 


petition my — 4 Ds 
un I ſhall nor ſtand to open the parts of eſctiption ( for 
_ — that would take up too much time, and aſs- encreals the num- 


6 d:ry ber of ſheets above my intent) but ſhall (according to pro- 

TY miſe} ſhew you in &fe# parciculars what jt is that Chriſt Falls 

dhe ſinner e deny, ggg 8 
. 1. He 


3 
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1. He calls him to deny all ungodlineſs and worldly luſt, to 1. Sin- 
part with every fin, yea even ſuch fins that may be as a right 
eye, or a right hand, Matth,5.29. Tir.2.12,14. There mult be 
forſaking of all fin, as to the love of it, and deligMin it, A 
wicked man may (for baſe ends) refrain fin, and yet love it; 
and a good man may commit fin, and yet hate it, But 
note Here, it*s not the preſence of ſin, fo much as the love of 
fin, chat damns the ſoul, 8 
2409 He calls the Toul to deny all natural and acquired parts, Natural any 
as a meek, well-tempered nature, an humble, lowly carriage, a quucd parts 
d education, ſchool-learning, &c, Theſe things are not ſo 
to be denyed, as (1. ) not to bleſs God for them, And 2400, not 
to improve them; but they areſo to be denyed, as that we 
ſhould not look upon our ſelves to be ever the more deſervin 
the love and favour of God becauſe of theſe endowments. An 
241y, That we ſhould not reſt in theſe qualifieations,placing our 
happineſs in them, and not coming to Chriſt, in whom alone is 
true perfection, 1 Cor,1,21-»-T he world by | Wiſdom?) knew not 
God, The learned of the pet and Greeks were too wiſe to cloſe 
with Chriſt,and to hearken to the faolifh preaching of the Go- 
fpel, And therefore the Apoſile ſaith, Cap, 3. ver. 18, He that 
would be wiſe, he muſt become a fool. The onely way to obtain ſpi- 
ritual Wiſdom, is to deny our natural and acquired parts, and 
ſco know our ſelves to be fools, | J Au Relight 
34ly, We are called to deny all our Religious performances, ous perſotm · 
uch as preaching, hearing, praying, & c. to deny all in point of ances 
Juſtification from the guilt of ſin; and acceptation into Gods - 
favour, 1f4,64.6, Phil. 3.7.8, 9: We are to perform: religious 
duties wich that care and diligence , as if we were to obtain e- 
ternal life by our works; and yet on the other hand, we are to 
reſt upon the free grace of God in Chriſt for ſalvation, as if we 
had never done one good work,never performed one goodduty 
- 4thly, All Ordinances and external priviledges are alfo to be . 0:4;nimces 
deed; Amo: 6,1, Wo to them that are at eaſe (not in Sodom, & priviledges,. 
but) in Sion. ” | | 
| 125 a great mercy to enjoy Ordinances; they are of great ad- 
vantage to & people /; but if thou doſt reſt in bare Ordinan- N. A 
ces, without the enjoyment of the God of Ordinances, _ 
N eave 
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I, R iches. 


2, Honor, 


leave thee ſhort of heaven at Jaſt, as they did the fooliſh Vir- 
gins, Math.25. See alſo Math.7.22,23. Ordinances are but 


as the Caſement through which the light doth ſhine, as the 


Diſh in wich the Meat is brought, as the P;pe through web 
the Water doth run, Now can you imagine, that a man 
that is not blinde, can be content with a Caſement without 
Light ? or a Hungry man, with a Diſh wherein is no meat ? 
or a Thirſty man, with a Pipe through which doth run no 
Water? And yet ſuch is the madneſs of thoſe that pleaſe 
themſelves wich hearing Sermons, & receiving Sacraments, 
reſting in theſe things, notwithſtanding they remain in an 
ignorant, vile, and wretched eſtate, without the experience 
of ought that hath been preache cothem in the Word, or 
repreſented to them in the Lords Supper. 


3. All wordly F. Chriſt calls to the denying of all worldly concern- | 
concernments, ments whatſoever, in compariſon of, or in competition with 


himſelf, as | 
1. Riches; Jer,9,23, Plal.62.10- 1 Tim,6.17. Heb. 11. 
26. It's a hard matter fora man to be rich in chis world, 
and not to truſt in his riches, and therefore it is that it's ſo 
hard for a rich man to enter into heaven, Math. 19.23. 
compared with fark 10.24. where Chriſt by the rich man 
declareth his meaning to be of thoſe that truſt in riches. 
2* Honour; Chriſt in this is propoſed for our enſample, 
Phil.2.7. made himſelf of no reputation. The Apoſtles (1 Cor.4. 
13.) were content to be defamed, made as the filth and f- 
ſcouring of the world. Heb.11.24,25,26. There Moſes deſpi- 
ſed and trampled upon the glory and honqur of the Court, 
and of being called the Son of Pharaohs Daughter. A good 
name is a precious ointment, but ſometimes a perſon may 
fall into this dilemma, that either he muſt be diſhoneſt, or be 
ſo accounted, be a fanatick in name, or in truth: It then 
favours of an excellent ſpirit, when a perſon ſhall chooſe 
rather to be accounted diſhoneſt , then co be diſhoneſt ; 


3 Relations Chooſe rather to be called a fanatick, then to be ſo. 
8 Habitations 3. Relations & Habutations; Relations, Aa. 10.37. compared 


with Lake 14. 26. there you'l finde that our love to Re- 
lations mult be a hatred, compared with our love to —— 
Se "" Habicey 
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Habitations, Gen. 12. 1. Pſal.45.10. Heb.11.8. Math-19.28. 
Mk 10. 29, 30. Lukg 18.29, 30. ä 
4. Pleaſures, 2 Tim. 3. 4. We muſt take heed of loving 4 Pleatures, 
pleaſures more then God. Iſa. 58. 13. It's the love of plea- 
lure that doth occaſion the breach ot che Sabbath. An ex- a 
cellent example of this part ot Self-denial we have in Moſes . 
. Heb.11.25. Chooſing rather to ſuffer affliction with the people of 
God, then to enjoy the pleaſnres of ſin for a ſeaſon. 
5. There muſt bea — ſelves in reſpect of in«y. In reſpe& 
juries offered; we muſt not (@k revenge, nor return evil of laſuries 
| | for evil, but on the contrary bleſs chem that curſe us, 8&c,****: . 
AMath.5. Rom. 1 2. 14, 19, 20,21. 1 Pet.2.23. 
6. In Meats and Drinks; we are not to eat and drinkin, W 
exceſs, to ſurfeting and drunkenneſs, but to uſe moderati> rings, g 
| on, making the ſervice and glory of God our great end in 1 corgro.31, 
: the uſe of his creatures, Prov.23.1,2,3- Rom413.13- 1er. 9. 
27. Eph.5:18. Luke 21.34. Phil.3.19. 
7. Liteit ſelf ; as father and mother, brother and fiſter,y, Life ic ſell. q 
&c, are to be hated in compariſon of Chriſt, ſo is even life 
it (elf, Luke 14.26, And the onely way to keep life here with Fo 
a bleſſing, and enjoy an eternal life in glory, is to be willing | F 
to reſigne up our ſelves, and all that we have and are to the * 
cauſe of Chriſt, when ever Chriſf ſhall call us ſo to do. Our | 
Lord Chriſt hath ſaid it once and again: Whoſoever will ſave % 
his life ſhall loſe it ; but whoſoever ſhall loſe his life for my ſake | f 
and the Goſpel, the ſame ſhall ſaveit : and what profit will it be : 
fer a man to gain the whole world and loſe his ſoul ? Math. 10, 39. f 
| & 16 25,26, Mark $.35,36,37. Luke 9.24. 25. 
| And thus much touching the firſt term, viz. Self-denyal ; : 
| the ſecond follows, which is | $ 
| 2. That every Diſciple muſt take up hit Croſs daily. F 
I ſhall here ff ew you what this Croſs is; ſecondly,what 
* it is to take up ckis Croſs. | 
1. By Croſ ſometimes is underſtood the efficacy & power What the | 
| of Chriſts Death, as 1 Cor. 1 17,18. Gal.6.74. Cal. 2. 14 and croſa of 
ſometimes Affliction and Perſecution, ſo Heb. 1 2.2. and ſoit is. 
are we to underſtand it here in this Scripture. A Chriſtian * 
he hath many Croſſes in this world, as that of Sin, Tem- 5 
E ptation, 


— 
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ptation, Deſertion, &e. but that which Chriſt chiefly doth 
nere intend, is doubcieſs that of Perſecution. There are 
four places wherein Chriſt propounderh this term, namely, 
Math. 10 307 *& 16.24. Mak 8.3 4: and this in Lake 9.23. 
In Math 10. heſpake largely touching what they ſhould ex- 
pect from men, and then in the cloſe telleth them, That he 


tha taęih not his Croſs and falloweth him, is not worthy of him; 


that is, whoſcever ſhall. decline him, or his way, by reaſon 
of that Croſs of perſecution he had afore- mentioned, that 
perſon was not worthy of Aim. And in the three other 
places, he was in each of them ſhewing to his Diſciples what 
great things he was to ſuffer of the Elders and chief Prieſts 
at Jeruſalem; and Peter being ſomewhat offended and rrou- 
bled ar ir, Chriſt rebuketh him, and declareth in the pre- 
ſence of the people, and cf his Diſciples, That whoſoever would 
come after him muſt take up his Croſs. Hereby clearly ſhewing 
to all his Diſciples, that the ſame ſpirit of envy and hatred 
that was in the world againſt him, will be againſt them alſo, 


Math 10.23, 24,25. Joh.15.18,19,20, and cherefore they. | 


muſt reſolve to follow him, bearing their Croſs, There is a 
Such anenmi- Croſs of Perſecution and Tribulation to be born in a leſſer 
ty there is be · or greater meaſure by all the Saints in this world, Joh.1 6; 
teen ihe two it. Ac 14 22, Phil. 1. 29. & 2 Tin. 3.12. there the Apoſtle 
Seeds, that ſaith, All chat will live godly. in Chriſt Jeſus, ſhall ſuffer 
— A Perſecution, It's poſſible ſome carnal formal Profeſſors 

e expeacd s 4 g | 

bur perſecution May rub out in perſecuting times; but ſuch as are god/y in 
from the wic- Chriſt Jeſiu, ſuch as wall: by Golpel-light, and according to 
ked of the Goſpel- rule, they ſhall be ſure to ſuffer perſecution. Every 


world. See unregenerate man is more or leſs a perſecutor, and therefore. 


8725, whilethe Saints do live in this world among wicked and 


8 ungodly men, they will in a greater or leſſer meaſure be 
Jobs 16. at.. tormented and perſecuted by the world, 


hk But what is it to take up this Croſs? _ 
— tet I ſhall anſwer to this both Negatively and Affirmatively, 
620 | 
the Croſs is. What we are not to underſtand, and then what we are. 
1, Negatively. 1. Negatrvely; We are not to underſtand any kinde of 
reverence to be given, either to the Image, or figne of the 


Croſs, The bearing of the image of the Croſs is a place of 
great 


— +a 


— * 
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great honor among the Papiſts, who do greatly adore and 
reverence the ſame : And ſo alſo they do the Sign of che 
Crols, giving the Signe no leſs honor then the Image; but 
herein they are certainly (as Pas! ſaid of the Athenians ) 
too ſuperſtitious, there being no ſrule in the Word of God 


for ſuch Adoration. 


2, Chrrſt in propounding this term, doch {as it ſeemeth 
ty me) ſecretly inhibite his people che making & creating 
a Croſs to themſelves. As wicked men are apt to ſay, Peace, 
Peace, when there is no Peace; ſo Gods own people are apt 
to fear when no fear is, and to Treate trouble and ſorrow to 
themſelves; For the Devil, if he can't intice the ſoul from 
the waies of God, then will he endeavour to diſcourage ir, 
by perſwading it that there is a Lion in the way. That ic 
will never be able to hold out, and hold on in heavens way, 
there is ſuch vallies of death, and mouncains of difficulties 
to paſs thorow & go over. Now thongh Chriſt would have 
the Soul to perſevere in his commands, whatever the diffi- 
culty be he meets withall, yet he would not have it give 


heed to ſuch amazing and perplexing ſuggeſtions, but by 


faith to live above them, And thus by way of Nega- 
tion. 


culars: To take up the Croſs is, 

1. For the Soul deliberately, after ſerious debates in the 
heart about this matter, to reiolve (in the ſtrength of God) 
to hold on in heavens-way, let what will come, Diſgrace, 
poverty, Impriſonment, Fire and Fagot, &c. with Job to re- 
ſolve, Though he bill mee, pet I'le truſt: him . A 
may reſolve high, but his reſolves are uſually ſudden and 
— reſolves, and fo eome tolittle: but now a Chriſt is 
ans reſol ves (when he acts like-himſeſf) are deliberate and 
fincere reſolves, depending not upon his own but che 
ſtrength of God, and thefe reſolves hold ; and though a 
Chriſtian (chat hath (o reſolved) may live and dye in « 
calm ſeaſon, and ſuffer little, (comparatively ). yet God 


who knoweth the heart) accepteth the will fos che deed, 
F 2 and 


For the Affirmative, I ſhall anſwer it in theſe four parti» © 2 . 
tively, 


rite leb 13.15, 


— ä ——ä———— ̃ ͤ— ne 
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and taketh it as kindely as if he had ſuffered abundanci y 


more for his name and glory, 


* Heb, 11. 25. 


2, It is to acquieſce in Gods pleaſure, to have our wills 
reſolved into the will of God, quierly to ſubmit under all 
his diſpenſations and providences, though ſeemingly they 
may contradi& his promiſes and our expectations: with 
the Church ( Micah 7,9) to reſolve the bearing his indignation, 
until! be plead our cauſe, & e. That foul doth truly & rightly 
bear his Croſs,that doth quietly ſubmit himſelfro God un- 
der all afflictions, being (in Davids ſenſe) dumb, rot opening 
his mouth, becauſe it is the Lords doings *. 

3. To take up this Croſs, is to do it cheerfally, to do it 
upon choice; for ſo. Chriſt propoundeth this term, that 
whoſoever will chooſe him to be his Lord and Saviour, muſt 
chooſe the Croſs alſo ; will chooſe to reign with him, mult 
alſo chooſe to ſuffer with him. A hypocrite may ſuffer much 
upon the account of Religion, but he ſuffers not upou 
>: pen could he preſerve his name, or bring about ſome 
ſach finiſter end,. he would never ſuffer ; his ſuffering for 
truth is not out of love to truth, but upon ſume other baſe 
and low account. But now Moſes he ſuffered much, and 
that upon choice, he choſe rather to ſuffer with Gods peo- 
ple, then to enjoy finfull pleaſures &. Chriſts yoke is not 
put on per force, we are to take his yoke and burt hen upou 
us, Mb. 11. | 

4. The laſt particular (vhich acquainteth us rather wit 
the maiiner then the matter of the duty) is, that to take up 
this Croſs, is to perſevere, to hold out to the end, He muſt 
deny himſelſ, and take np l Croſs [ daily. J. We muſt not be 
weary of ſuffering for Chriſt, or Truth, but after we have 
ſuffered reproach. and ſcorn, then we muſt be willing to 
ſuffer confiſcation of Goods, after that Impriſonment, and 


after that Baniſhment, and after that cruel Death, Ah. 10. 


| 2 all men for my Names ſake , but he 


we aſe to 


folow Chriſt 


that endurerhtothe-end ſpall be ſaved. And thus I have diſ- 

, patched the ſecond term, vis, The taking up the Croſs. 
The third and laſt is, to follow Chriſt, Now we are to fol- 
E low 
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low Chriſt, 1. In his Commands, 2. Examples, and 3. Pro- 
vidences. 

1. In his Commands; to follow Chriſt, is to obey him, 1. la his 
Jeb. 10.4, 5,27. The true Sheep follow the true Shepherd, Commands. 
and will not follow ſtrangers; that is, they hear and obey 
the voice of Chriſt, and his onely, they will not hear nei- 
ther obey the voice of Strangers. In this term is required 
then, that che ſoul do heartily and ſincerely own Chriſt for 
it's Lord and K ng, to be ruled and governed by him, own- 
ing him alone for the Lord of it's conſcience, and obeying 
him (at le ſt in deſire and affection) in all his commands, 
ſo ſarr as they are revealed and diſcovered unto the ſoul, 

2. We are to follow Chriſt in his Examples. Chriſt was 2. In his 
not in all thiags our Example; for ſome things he did by LKxamnples 
the power of his God. head, and therein he was not an Ex- 
ample to us; and ſomething he did as Mediator, viz. ſatis- 
fie his Fathers wrach, and purchaſe eternal life for his peo- 

le; and herein he was not an Example, Heb,1.3.——When he 
5 [ by himsſelf ] purged our ſins, ſate down on the right hand of the 
44% on high: but in that holineſs and righteouſneſs that 
did appear in him, therein he was our Example, Afth.11. 
29. Learn of me: What is it we ſhould learn? Not to raiſe 
the Dead, open the eyes of che Blinde, c. but to be meek. 
and lowly. Every true Chriſtian was predeſtinated to be con- 
formable to this Pattern, Rom 8.29. and called unto it, 1 
Pet. 2.2122, 23. For even hereuato were yd called: 27 75 briſt 


alſo ſuffered for tu, leaving us an example that we ſhould follow hus 
— did no ſin, &. And therefore Whoſoevir ſaith le abideth 
in h n, ought himſelf ſo to walk, even u he walkgd, 1 Joh. 2. 6. 
Atrue Chriſtian is then to take Chriſt ſor its great & high 
Example, to conſider hom Chriſt carried ĩt · ut wich reſpeꝶ 
to the world, and all the enjoymentt thereof, hom he, de- 
baſed and humbled himſelf; and then ſecondly how he ca- 
ryed it with reſpe&-co Satan, when under his temptations, 
how he defended Satan, not with this or that notion, nor 
yet with this or that experience, but with a ſcrium off, Math, 4. 
It ts written. The ſword of the Spirit is the beſt Weapon 
to fight the Devil with, And then rh, (how Chrift — 
ryed 


ne 
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3. In his pro- 


vidence. 
Rev. 14 4. 


2 Kings 6.33: 


ried it towards men, botu Saints and Sinners; how loving 
and meek, and graciouſly diſpoſed he was co all: and finaly 
ly, how he carried it towards his Father, bow he obeyed, 
how, zealoufly, how. chearfully, how exactly; he did not 
onely do what was commanded, bur as it was commanded, 
Joh 14, alt. how fully fulfilling all righteouſneſs, Mar. 3. 15. 
how conſtantly he began in the morning of his age, Lukg 2. 
42torhe 50. and continued until he had finiſhed his whole 
work ; And then how he believed, and how be'prayed; and 
Jaſtly how: he carried it under ſufferings, when upon the 
Croſs, in that great rorment,hecrieth not out, Oh my hands, 
or my ſides; but, Oh my God, my God, why haſt thou fer ſakgn 
me; The withdrawings of God was more to him then all 
his ſufferings, Now in ſuch things as theſe, is the Chriſtian 
to write afterthis pactern, to walk (according as he is able) 
even as Chriſt walked, | 
3. We are to follow Chriſt in his Providences, To follow 
the Lamb hit hetſoever he goeth. Now we may be ſaid to 
follow Chriſt in his Providences, when we do, 1. Acknow- 
ledge God in them, fee and acknowledge the hand of God 
in-all-providenrial diſpenſations; and 2. Quietly ſubmit 
to God's hand, and not with that wicked man, to ſay, Thi 
evil is of the Lord, why ſhould I wait any longer upon him ? But 
how crofs Ioever Providences may be,even tothe promiſe of 
God, yer coretd upon the ſaichfulueſs of him thatchath prq- 
miſed, and to believe that God will moſt certainly make 
good all that he bath ſpoken concerning the glory of his 
Sons Kingdom. And laftly, then do we follow Chrift in his 
Providences, when we do hear and obey che call of Provi- 
deuce · Now the call of Providence is not altyays the ſame; 
Jomtimes it calls uri hankſgiving, & ſomtimes for Humilia- 
tion: ſometimes for doing, and ſometimes for ſufferingʒ ſom- 
times to bear a teſtimony tu one Truth and Way of Chriſt, 
and ſometi mes to another. So that then do we follow Chriſt 
in his Pravidence, when we do hear, underſtard, and pbey 
the voce of Providence, doing that which the ꝓreſent Pro- 


vinlence of God doch call for. 6 . 


Thus have I briefly ſhewed what thoſe terms are thee 
: Chri 
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Chriſt hath propounded to all that will be his Diſciples, 

Wh ereby you may ſee the reaſon, why it a+ that ſo few walk 

in che way of life, It's becauſe they cannot ſtoop to theſe 

terms. Naturally men are engaged co their luſts, and their 

own ways, and theſe they will ſerve and follow, though 

they venture the loſs of their ſouls by it. And lience it is 

alſo, that God own people ſind it fo hard a matter to keep 

cloſe wich God; the reaſon is from that averſeneſs that is i 

the unregenerate part unto Chrilt's commands: So that al- 

though the ſoul hach freely and hearcily cloſed with Chriſt 

upon his own terms, yet oft times when.it comes to the tri- 

al., it's forced to cry out with Ful, that to will is pre- % 7.18. 

ſent *. The Lord knows my heart is right with himzhut how 

to obey, how to pals over this difficulty, howto perform this 

duty, how to take up this croſs, &. | cannot tell. 
I have now finiſhed what I fhall ſay to the Doctrinal part 

ef both propoſitions, viz, 1. That the way to deſtruction is 

broad and eaſie. And 2dly, That the way to happineſs is 

ſtraight and narrow. I ſhall winde up the whole with four 

vvords of application. 7 
1. It may ſerve by vvay of Informarion, to inform us of The — 

the great reaſon vvhy ſo many that do proſeſꝭ the Name of —— 38 

Chriſt, fall from their profeſſion. The reaſon is, becauſe they g 

did never cordially and heartily receive Chriſt upon the 

terms before-meationed; took nar up their profeſſion out of 

love to Chriſt, but upon ſome other baſe and lovy account. 

and in the midſt of all their profeſſion had their hearts en- 

gaged to one curled luſt or other, vyhich they could net de- 

ny for Chriſt, And mind this, that that profeſſion vvhich is Note. 

taken up in hy pocriſie, a thouſhnd to one but it ends in po- 

ſtacy; as ever you vvould perſevere in Heavens vvay, labour 

to be ſincere and upright vvith God, | | 
The ſecond Ilſe is of Caution, and that in two reſpects. 2. Of Camiod 
1. Take heed of walking ſecutely in any path upon this 

account that the moſt walk in it, ſince you ſet that the moſt 

of che world walk in the broad way chat-lagelerk to deſtru- 

&ion, To do as the moſt do, is to damn your ſouls: to trifle 

away your day of grace, until your glaſs be run, and your 


fun 


- 
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fun be ſer, and everlaſting flames „ © ears. * 
that this or that way oſ worſhip is moſt acceptable to God, 
becauſe it is accepted and approved of by the moſt of men; 
for that way of worſhip which God requires ( that is, a ſpi- 
ritual worſhip) is not known by, or beloved of the moſt of 
the ſons and daughters of Adam. | 
2. Take heed of diſowning the way of Chrift, becauſe of 
the paucity of thoſe that walk therein. This was chat which 
made the Sodomites to deſpiſe Lot and his counſel, Gen. 19.9. 
This [one] fellew( (ay they) came in to ſojourn amongſt us, and 
he will needs be a Fudge. If cliere had been hundreds of Lot's 


mind, haply they would have been more ready to have en- 


elined; but he being alone, they lobked upon him as an 
odd fellow, one that was blain:Gcl , that had a Fanatick 
ſpirit, and therefore regarded not what he ſpake. God's 
people they are a very (mal remuant, as a lodge in a Garden 
of Cucumbers, there is no cluſter in them, as thegleanings 
after the Vintage is over. It may be here and there bur 
one ina great family that dorh own the way of Chriſt, and 
and that ig may be a child, or a poor ſervant. A few.in a pa- 
riſh ;and-they it may be the pooret᷑ ſort; and hereupon the 
men of the world do deſpiſe, and trample upon the holy 
ways of Chriſt, Perſons in matters of Religion, do general 
ly reſolve to do as the moſt and greateſt of men do, though 
they ſuffer everlaſtingly for it. As you love your ſouls take 
heed of ſtu ubling at this ſtumbling-ſtone. | 


A uſe of trial. Ke third uſe is of trial. If the way to deſtruction be broad, 


» *- 


the way go life narrow, then it concerns every one thus to 
reaſon with his ſoul; O my ſoul / in which of theſe two paths 
doſt thou walk ? Art thou bound for Heaven, or Hell? What 


Aiguments to Will become of thee, when chon ſhalt leave this houſe of clay, 
enforce ex- and lanch forth into the great Ocean of E:ernity ? How will 


piination. 


Arg 1 


it fare with thee in the world? Conſider of the concern- 
ment of this duty in theſe four particulars 

In one of theſe two. paths do all the Sons and Daughters of 
Adam walk, There are but two eſtates in chat Eternity that is 
before thee, the tte everlaſtingly bleſſed, and the other everla- 


ingly wiferatus and thod art haſting to one of cheſe eſtaces; 


* 


every 


ab 


«Cc 
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every motion of thy foul is a motion towards Eternity; and fo 
ſoon as ever thou comelt to dye, thou wilt either enter into 
the joy of che bleſſed, orelſe bea companiomſor demnedSpirits, 
and reſerved under chains of darknelt uato the judgement of 
the great day. While thou art in this warld, thou art either a 
2 believer or an unbeliever, a Child of God, or a Child of the 
Devil; in the Kingdom of Chriſt, or in the Kingdom of Satan: 
Chriſt's friend, or his enemy: Aud hen thou leayeſt this 
world, thou muſt either be bleſſed with the ſeed of Jacob, or 
curſt with the ſeed of Cain. | R 
2dly, The Scriptures tell us there are but a very few that will Argument 2. 
enter in at the trait gate, Now if the Scriptures had declared 
that all mankinde ſhould baye been ſaved except ten perſons, 
thou mighteſt have feared thy {gl to have been one of thoſe 
ten: But when on the other bang, the Seriptures (hall ſo plai n- 
ly declare, that the moſt will be damned, and but a few ſaved, 
how isit then that thou canſt eat and ſleeꝑ in peace, plow and 
ſow in peace, and the ſalvation of thy precious foul be at ſuch 
ada - uncertainties? 1 * N i | 
34%, Conſider bow many thouſandsheve'been miſtakenin, ument 
this great buſineſs; who in the time of their hes Ich and proſpe. 
rity, have been very confident of — dad ſalvation, and of 
Gods love to —— how 22 =_ —— all Go- 
rhα eſe ane mine? Of the promiſe of pardon, 
This is mine? Of peace and oy. Theſe are mine Ot Divine pro 
teqtion, This is miae? And yet hen ſuch have come to dye, 
bave found nothing theirs but their fin, and God's wrath, Yea, 
how at the laſt they ſhall come knocking at Heaven's Gate, and 
demand entrance, ſaying, Lord, Lord,open to us, but ſhall find the * 
gate everlaſſingly ſhut upon chem, Ant 22. K 25.111, 92 
For Chriſt ſake (therefore) take heed of a groundleſ confidence 
of God's love, and thine own ſalvation, 


4/hly,1f thou dyeſt under ſuch a miſtake , thou art eternally . 
loſt. If fin be thy burden now, the Scriptures cells thee where 
thou maiſt have caſe, upon whom. thou maifi eaſt — 


but if thou ſhalc not ſeel the hurden: of fin; | 
into H ll, (for there thou wilt be ſare to feel 1r:With a witneſs ) 
chen it will be too late; there 1 then be no-remedy, SS 


Di and Death offered to thoice, 


How to come Anſ. In the ha 


See eee, 
vt, 45-10 bis pre er , ” 


g of the firſt Doctrine ve made «fivefold 


io kao the diſcovery. of the bfo8@ way to Hell} and have ſhewn, that ig- 


— prophanenels, diſobedience, will- worſhip, and hypo · 
eriſie, are all paths that do lead into the Chambers of death. I 
would therefore in the firſt place propoſe , that thou wouldſt 
conſider of this diſcoyery by way of tryal, as thas: 1. Examĩne 
whether thou art not yet in a ſtate of ignorance, This is a ſoul- 
damning path. If aur Goſpel be hid (ſaith the Apoſtle, 2 Ce. 4.3) 
its bid to them that are loſt, What knowledge baſt chou of thy 
wretched eſtate by nature? Of the free and abſolute Covenant 
of Grace ſealed in the blood of Chriſtz&c, I muſt here be plain. 
] am greatly afraid that many of you are ſo fur from knowing 
theſe things experimentally, in the myſtery of them, chat you 
are ſtrangers to the notion, and hiſtory of them. Naw though 
we may know the Hiſtory, and be ſtrangers to the Myſtery; yet 
its impoſſible we ſhould know theſe things in the myiterie, and 


by experience, and not know them notionally, The myſberie is 


wraptupin the Hiſtory, The precious word of the { is 
the Feld in A bl che radling cloaths ieh 
the Babe is wrapped : So that there can be no receiving of, or 
believing in the Lord Chriſt without ſome knowledge of him as 
declared and diſcovered che — — 2d/y, Thou ſpeakeſt 
of God's love and mercy ; © it may be thou art to be 
found in the path of a debauched Kfe;/it may be thou maiſt be 
found to be a drunkard, à ſwearer, a ſabbath-breaker, à con · 
temner of God and his people, a ſcoffer at the wayes of holi- 
neſe, c. to live in the practiſe of ſuch things as theſe, and not 
onely ſo, but to take pleaſure in them that do them, Rom. L ut. 
Now conſider, how @fiſt thou call thy ſelf a Chriſtian, and live 
after this rate? What, a Chriſtian and 4 Drunkard a Chriſti- 
an and a Sweaxer / Chriſtian and a ſcoffer at godlineſe Ie tel 
thee plainly, there are better Chriſtians in Helſ a thouſgndfold 
then thou art, if thou · bet ſuch an one. 34%, If thou art not 
x debauched perſon, then examine whether thou haſt any thing 
more then dvility andMorality; Thou doſt pride thy ſelf in thy 
civility, but O man or woman, where is thy faith, thy repent · 
; | ance, 


2 


2 
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ance, thy holineſs? For to Hell thon moſt go with all thy feet 
diſpoſitions , and moral vertues , if abeſe things be wanting, 
Thou maiſt be a moral man, and yet no Chriſtian; a civil, well- 
"bred per ſon, and yet in thy 1 an enemy to Chrilt and the 
power of godlinels. 

When Chriſt was on earch,he bad not among the fans of men 
a moxe m ne enemy then the civil honeſt Phariſees, And 
to this very day God's people do by experience find & feel the 
moral ciyil man ta be the moſt deſparate, indęlatigable, inſatia- 
ble and indefeaſable per ſecutur they meet « The moral, 
civil men are the fitteſt Engines inthe Devils Work and are able 
to do the moſt miſchief to God a people. Let /a wicked drunk - 
en, prophane fellow rail and bail;againſt thoſe of bis neighbors 
that do fear the Lord, or-egginlt. any of Gods Mini- 
ters, calling them Hereticks and Phanatiques, & c. there will 


hardly £9, ay notice of ſuch a fellow, except ĩit be to cry out 


ts — — . — . 5 
is neighbours (ching very wort i 
be deſigns the outing of this faithful Miniſter; and how doth be 
endeavour it ? Not by railing agai im to his face ( — 
fel privately be may uſe as ſcurri 
te dl mh Nite mt, 2 
ry he is it ortune to a . 
where the people will by no means conform to his 
therefore out of that love and — — be bach — * he 
thought meet to adviſe him to remove. and toni: 
other place where its likely he may love, —— 
maintenance If this wil do, hew ny dae e. 4 — 
Miniſter reſolyed ſtill to wait upon the providence of God a- 
Fes ans them gbgn be ___ wich the. ies doc and coun» 
ns _ n 
2 5 ved in love peargroge 
E. d & fellowſhip, nn} 


wan 
ws and bow that we went eon nest 
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together, and ut the appointed” ſeaſons bad the Communion; 
and that ont former Miniſters and we did live in love and cha- 
rity one with another; but now ſince this Miniſter came a- 
m ongſt us, itis nothing ſo; he dotł ſeem by bis preaching ro 


deſiga the breaking of that former peace and unioh that wii 


amonyzſt us: Hot, 1. He dorh in his preuching preſeus to look 
after the truth of our converſion and regeneration, andafter 
true ſaviag faith, as if we were not con ver ted, and had not true 
faich in Cd; Abb tarcher; be ulunfly hach in bia application 
a word ſbt Shiitz; and a word for Sinners, as if there were 
two — whereas (neigbbours ) I hope, though we 
be great finnere, yet we have all a ſtrong faith in Chriſt. and do 
lore God (as God forbid we ſhould do otherwiſe) and rhat we 
are all trus Cheiſtians, let him ſay hat be will; But 24%, we 
do already experience the ad ella, of his Miniſtry amongſt 
us in chat ſome df our neighbor s begin to ery out of the great 
neſs of their ſin, and to queſtion the ſal vation of rheir fouls, 
. And beſides, in our Families there we ere diſiraRed, ſome 
of our Servant ana Childrens they can mind nothing but read- 
ing. aod ptah ing, an word they beer, Sc. So 


_ * 


ant eulalng of re 
chat the word is m gDο, emongitus ; for here's the Father 
apainſt the Non, andthe Servant againſt his Maſter ,- and the 
Husband egeiaſt his Wiſe,and ſoon, Mat. 10.34, 35,36. And 
fatahet; be doth refafe to give us the Communion except we 

bur hope of ſalvation, and amend our 


| rs)they are n trouble to me, 
like to many of you, to think that we 


who have been all along accounted good Neighbours, & good 


Church-men, ſhould now 

— — — — edoſng — 
fore (chat this C away ſpread uo chat 

auld een mam wi me for the patting this — 

out, und gettẽnꝑ an honeſt man that wil ha ve charity for us all, 

d perform Church-darics, as others have done heretoſore, 

r 
Aug ie Hut e one word before it; 

ane; dot let che Miniſter know that we 

or Hut L have thus adviſed you 3 * — 

i | olve 


in our elder years come to be cate · 
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ſolved (that I may the better accompliſh the thing intended) 
to curry it as fair to the Miniſter as I may; but do you be fare 
to be trut to the promiſe, and as lam a ſinner to Cod ne 
true to mine. I fay, that ſuch a man as this is, by ſuch means as 
theſe, (hall be able to do more towards the extinguiſhing of a 
i008 light, the removing of a faithful Miniſter, the ruine of 
is family then a hundred prophane , drunken, idle fellows 
could have done; and indeed the ane can do little, except 
headed, abetted, and encouraped by ſome ſuch perſons as theſe, 
Take beed therefore, leſt under the garb of Civilicy, thou re- 
taineſt Eumity to Chriſt , and his People and Wayes, But 
then ; | 
4hly, Doſt thou boaſt not onely of thy Civility, but alſo of 
this, That thou art a Las hems of God. then examine whe- 
ther thou art not a Will wor per is not thy fear of God 
taught by the precepts of men? Art thou not carryed on in 
thy Worſhip more by the will of man, then by the wil of God? 
Art thou not more willing to take Humane, then Divine Con- 
duct in matters of Worſhip? The Word of God is the perfect 
Rule of Worſhip: Now what higher argument haſt thpu for 
the greateſt part of thy Worſhip, tben the Command and Ex- 
ample of man? Thon art reſoſved to be of the Religion of 
thy Countrey, be it hat it will; and ſo it may well be judged, 
that if thou hadit been born im ſadia or among the Tu, thou 
wouldſt have been of thy Countreys Religion, right or wrong, 
Undoubtedly one Act of Parliament (ſuppofing all the Inhabi- 


tants of this Land were Papiſts ) againſt the Papiſts, ſhould . 


make more Proteſtants (in profeſſion)thena thouſand Sermons 
mol do, Confider, in matters of Worſhip art thou more zea- 
lous fo 


rthine own prayer, then for the wayes of Chriſc? More 


zealous for rhee keeping of a haly-day, then for the keeping of 
the Lord's Day ? More zealous of praying in chy Pew, then in 
thy Cloſet? More zexlous for pray ers over the dead, then for 
good, ſound, and powerful preaching > Nay, have not ſome of 
you been more troubled about the thoughts of your Barial, 
then you have about eternal proviſion for your precious ſouls? 
Thus the proud Phariſees were more zealots for the tradition 


of the Elders, then they were for-the Commands ef GodyThey | 
a 


Now 


Ah. 
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had an ancient Tradition . them for the Waſhing of 
hands before meat, And the Diſciples of Chriſt (notwith- 
ſtanding this was a very innocent Ceremony, y@&} obſer- 
ving what weight the Jews laid upon it, and how they did 
impoſe it, denyed conformity, and were defended by Chriſt 
in it. But oh / how greatly were the Jews offended at their 
non - conformity? T hey themſelves could ſuffer the Law of 


God to be broken, had no zeal for God or kis Commands, 


but for their own Traditions & Commands they had great 
zeal, theſe muſt not be omitted by any means. And this is 
the very ſpirit of the man of Sin, and of all thoſe that do 
adhere unto him; for in the Romiſh Church you ſhall have 
them make more conicience of a nod or a cringe, or acroſs, 
&c. then of ſwearing, or whoriug, or Sabbath- breaking, or 
any ſuch nototious wickedneſs; nay, it's more eaſie to ob- 
tain pardon for any of theſe, then for non - conformity to 
| any of their Eccleſiaſtical Laws, 
ObjeQion. Search therefore whether thy Worſhip be not Will- 
» Worſhip, whether thou art not ſuperſtitious. in thy Wor- 
ſhiping,doing what thou doeſt either without a command, 
or elſe without reſpect to the command. of God, as thy 
chief and onely Rule in the matters of his Worſhip. . 
Object. I am not able to diſcern between true and falſe 
Worſhip, and therefore I muſt cruſt to the judgments of ſuch 
as | judge wiſer then my ſelf, TP 
Nor no elbe  Anſm-1, The wiſeſt of men are ſubjeft to error, and a- 
— — monzſt the beſt and ableſt there are great differences in 
dhe judgmenrs matters of Worſhip, What ſort of men then canſt thou 
of men truſt? Unto what: party theu wilt thou cleave ? Why, Ple 
in matters of cleave (it may be thou mayeſt anſwer) to that party that 


PS 
. 


Religion. hath moſt power to impoſe their judgments upon me. 1 
e 


confets that's a good ſhift to keep thee from ſufferings; bur 
if thou haſt no better, thou wilt hardly keep thy ſelf out of 
hell. 

2. At the great day of Chriſt, thou maiſt then anſwer for 
thy ſelf. There is none of thoſe upon whoſe ſleeves thou 
doeſt now pin thy faith, will then appear to plead for thee; 
u's well if they can plead their own cauſe, When God fhall 


ſay, 


* 
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ſay, Who required thoſe things at thy hand? it will not be e- 
for thee to anſwer, I had ſuch a mans command, 
and ſuch a mans judgment for it; for God will ſay, Did I 
ever require it? Thou ſhouldſc have made me, and not thy 
fellow Creature the Lord of thy couſcience. : 

3, It's a duty incumbent upon every of you to ſear 
the Scriptures, Jah. 5. 391 Col,3.16, And it's the great work of 
a Miniſter of the Goſpel to endeavour ſo to enlighcen his 

le, that in the performance of all religious duties they 
may walk by ons light, doing all in judgment. To be 
able, as the Apoſcle ſaith (1 Cor.14.15 ) to pray and (ing 
with the ſpirit, and with underſtanding alſo. 

4 Without knowledg & underſtanding in the wil of God, 
thy heart cannot be good, neither canſt thou be fiucere in 
thy Worſhip , minde that Scripture, Phil. 1. 9,10, 1 1. neither 
canſt thou perform any duty that ſhall be well pleaſing in 
the fight of God, Ste for that Col. 1.9, 10. 

Finally, Art thou got a ſtep above all the former? Doſc 
thou not onely plead for a Worſhip, but a pure Worſhip, a 
Worſhip according to Scripture, a Virgin-Worſhip? Why 
then examine, Art thou not in the way of Hypocriſie? Is 
thy heart _ with God ? Is Chriſt thy all and in all? Foc 
know, that by ſo much the more glorious thy profeſſion is, 
and the greater thy light is, by ſo much the greater will thy 
condemnation be, if thy heart thall not be found to be right 
with God. And thus much for the firſt direction about 

Self. examination. 

Again ſecondly, In the handling of the ſecond Doctrine, 
we have opened thoſe terms whereby Chriſt oſtereth him- 
ſelf unto the ſons and daughters of Adam, now examine 
thy ſelf, whether thou haſt co this day cordially and hear- 
tily received Chriſt upon thoſe terms? Received Chriſt, (0 
as to deny and abhorr thy (elf, ſo as to take up che Croſs, 
and ſo as to follow him, in his Commands, Examples, and 
Providences. 

3. And chiefly, if thou wouldeſt go thorom with this 
work, beg of God that he would pour forth of his ſpirit up- 
on thee it being che great Ofhice of this Spirit ro diſcover 
unto the Seed of Jacob their own vileneſs, and Chritts ex- 
cellency ; 
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and glory. | 
A Uſe ofEx- he fourth and laſt Uſe is of Exhortation, and that firſt 


cellency ; their own ſinfulneſs, and Chriſts righteouſneſs 3 
their own wants, and Chriſts fulnefs, their own guilt, and 
Chriſts ſatisfa&ion : The miſery of their eſtate, as the chil» 
dren of the firſt Adam; and the happineſs of their eſtate, by 
virtue of union with the Lord Chriſt the ſecond Adam, Joh, 
£6.8,9,10,11, 1 Cor,z 9, to the end, Eph.1,16,17,18,19;20, 
Be faithfull in the making uſe of theſe direfions cathy 
the bleſſing of the Lord upon thee, thou mayeſt come to 
know the ſtate of thy ſoul, whether thou arc in the broad 
wa 2 deſtruction, or in the narrow ſtreight path to life 


to thoſe who upon examination ſhall be found in the broad 

way that leadeth to ruine, ſhall be found walking in the 

path of Ignorance, Profaneſs, Diſobedience, Will-Worſhip, | 
or Hypocriſie; them I exhort (being in ſome meaſure ſeu- 
ſible of the terrours of the Almighty ) wich David to confis * F 
der their waies, and turn to the Lord, Pſal,119,59.4 thought 

en my waies, and turned my feet unto thy teſtimomes. Conſider O 
Soul, what it is to be in this broad way 3 it thou khoweſc 
not, give me leave a little to acquaint chee : To be in this 
broad way (as all unregenerate perſons are) is to be with- 

out God in the world, without intereſt in him, or commu- 
nion with him; to be a ſtranger to the covenants of pro- 
miſe, to be without any true hope of Salvation: If thou 
knoweſt not, Fle tell thee, It's to be a filthy, loathſfome, |, 
noiſome creature, more abominable to God then a Toad , 
to bean enemy of God, a childectche Devil, in the king- 
dom and under the power of Darknels : If chou knoweſc 
not, Ile tell thee; It's to be a childe of wrath, and an heir 
of hell. This (and a thouſand - fold more then I can ex- 
preſs) is thy condition at preſent; and as for thy future e- 
rate, (if thou dyeſt unchanged) let it ſuffice that I tell thee 
thou ſhalt be damned, and puniſted by an Almighty hand. 
All Gods works are like himſelf; if he loves a poor creature, 
he loves him like a God; if he hates a poor finner, it's the 
hatred of God; if he ſaves a ſoul, he faves him likea 

God; and ſo if he damnes thy ſoul, and — 
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hell, it will be the damnation and torment of a God. Hear 
this Sinners, and haſten but of this Sodom, before God rains 
down fire and brimſt —— you. Ariſe, depazt, for this 
is not your®reft, it's polſuted, and take Chriffs counſel, 
Strive to ent er in & this freight gate, to walk in chisnarrow. 
path whatever it coſt thee , and that this may ſtick, minde 
cheſe two arguments: . 
1. There's no life but in this narrow way; all that ever 
went to heaven went through this ſtrait. gate; there's 
no ſalvation without Chrift, and no Chriſt without belie- 
ving, and no believing without holineſs, 

. Exe long, Striving time will be over 3*Life and Death 
2. now offered to your choice; you are now told, If that 


yer love after the fleſh, ye ſhall dy; bur if through the ſpirit mor- Koni d. 3. 


rifie the deeds of the fieſ live, You have as yet a way 
be for falvation, . you neglect, you will wok cer- 
tainly be damned. This is the day of Chriſts patience, the 
olden Scepter is yet held, forth, Mercy is yet upon the 


ze Houſe be riſen up and hath ſhut to the door, then firi- 
ving will be in. vain. It will chen be in vain to fay ye were 
baptixed in his Name, and that you have eat anddrank at 
his Table; Chriſt will then ſay, Depart ye workers of ini- 
quity, I know. you not: Whar ! you baptized in my Name, 
you eat and drink in my preſence ? What ! and blaſpheme 
my Name, and contemn-my people, and profane my Sab- 
baths, and ſwear, and be drunk, &c, Away ſaich Carid, 
art, I know not whence you are: ſince you would not 
in che day of my Patience give me entertainment into your 
will I now entertain you in my glory. Then 

will led ehatyRevel.22.11.' He that i nnjuſt let him 
T Mill, and be that is filthy let him be ſiluby ſtil, crc. AG 
* s time preaching will ceaſe, and the ſtrivings of the 
bleſſed Spirit will ceaſe, and all hopes of ſalvation will ceaſe 


for ever, Oh l therefore ſtrike while the Iron is hot. while 


Brace ig accept id, while. the Spirit ſtrives with 
thee yield unto him, ſuffer thy ſelf to be.oyercome by che 
Spirix in a way of Mercy, or elſe God will overcome thee 


r ſinners, but when once the Maſter of Luke 13.25; 
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Note. 


in 2 Way of Wrath and Ind:gnation. The concernment 
of the ſoul is made a by-butineſs with the molt in the 
world, and is taken care for in the laſt place. Moſt do by 
their ſouls, as it hath been formerly ſaid of the Courtierꝭ, 
that they do allthings late; riſe late, and dine late, and go 
to bed late, and (that which is worſt of RP uſually re- 
penc late, It was my obſervation in the Countrey, that it 
was rare to have prayers deſired for the Sick, or any coun- 
fel defired from the Minifter to the Sick, till all hopes of 
fe was even gone: So that (generally) if publick Prayers 
were defired, or the Miniſter ſent for, uu might conclude 
nothing but death was expected. Take heed of thus de- 
ferring repentance; for conſider, that though true repen- 
tance be never too late, yet late repentance is ſeldom true. 
Ghrift ſaved one at the {aſt hour (as the Thief upon the 
Croſs) that none might deſpair, and it was but one that ſo 
none might preſume. 

3, Conſider chat the day of Grace may be over with 
thee before thy life is ended. God doth ofcen in judg- 
ment give men up to hardneſs of heart, and blindeneſs 
of minde , that in ſeeing they might ſee and not perceive, 
and in hearing they might and not und erſtand, Cc. 
ter that perſons have withſtood a powerfull Miniſtry, ic 
may be hirty,or-fourty yeares,and in this time 
the Spirit hath ſrrove with them, and perſwaded them 
times without number) to cloſe with Chriſt, and forſake 
fin, and could never prevail upon them, then doth God ju- 
dicielly give them up to their own hearts luſts, commands 
his Spirit to ſtrive no more with them, and giveth a Com- 
miſſion to the Devil ro take them for his own, and to ſeal 
them up unto the day of wrath. Conſider a little what a 
dreadfull- Jud t this is; for firſt it is a ſpiri udg- 
ment. Now the ſpirituality of this Judgment confiſts in 
theſe three particulars: 1. In that it is upon the ſpititu- 
a] part of man, it is to huve the heart fatned, the minde 
blinded, the conſcience feared, &c. Iſai. 6.9, 10. Mb. 13. 
1413. Mark 4 12. John 12.40. Afts 18.26, 27. Rom. 11. 8. 
1 Tm, 2. In that it is enecuted by a * ow 

| gue 


. 


WY 


— 


Life and Death offered to choice, 


fgned and commiſſioned ſor that work, 2 Cr. 4. 3,4, It is the 
eat work of Satan to harden and blind the hearts of ſuch as 
flight and oppole Chrift. - 34/y, In that it is with reſpe@ to 


ſpiritual bleſfings, leſt they ſhould ſee, and underſtand, and be- 


leve; and left the light of the glorious Goſpel ſhould ſhine up · 
on them, and they ſhould be converted, and healed, This judg- 
ment it is to this end, that thoſe who before would not ſee, now 
may not ſee; that thoſe who before oppoſed and ſhut out the 
light, may now for ever be rendered uncapable of underſtand- 
ing Goſpel-Myſteries ; that the light of the glorious Goſpel 
may never break in _ _ hearts. _ * 1 _ this 
1 is not capable of receiving any benefit e means 
of Grace, be it never ſo powerful and glorious: And there - 
fore Chriſt ſaith not ( Luke 19, 42, ) but nom they are taken front 
thine eyes, (for at this time they bad Chriſt's Miniſtry among 
them, and afterwards the Miniſſry of the ) bar ſaich 
Chriſt, Now they are hid from thine. eyes: So that perſons judi- 
cially hardened, are under the power of ſach darkneſs , that 
though the Goſpel be preacht to them, yet it's bid from them, 
and becomes not the ſavour of life to life, but the ſavour of 
death to death, ; 
2dly, This Judgement is irrevocable. The ſoul is loſt for e- 
ver; it's impoſſible to renew him unto Repentance; there re- 
mains now no more ſacrifice for fin, Heb.6.6,8 10. 26,27. 
$dly, To compleat the dread of this ent , conſider 
that the ſoul is here ſtruck infenſibly , mortally wounded, and 
knows it not. This we may ſee in Eſa» , who though be was 
mach tormented that his brother F «cob ſhould circumvent him, 
yet could find no place for repentance, no place wherein to 
change his mind, Heb,12,17. The man had-the plague at his 
heart, was given up to a reprobate ſence ; bat this he knows 
not, be bewails not: We feel che ſmart of outward Judgments, 
and they often do us good; but this giveth a deadly wound,and 
is not felt: This ſtroke — would melt 


under a Sermon, and be by counſel und reproof, to be 


Sermon and Counſel-prooſ, make them able to deſend them- 
ſelves againſt all Aſſaults that hall be made againſt them. Ii this 
be ſa, 6 there 
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re any mdvinge and fringe pes goes t, let you beg): 
G Leto ho this Ce ee Fore three Tad Coe 

panions upon a dying bed; i. Good connſel refuſed. 2. Vowi und 
Promiſes not performed, And, 3. Strong Conviction rejected, 
and not obeyed. Thus much by way of Argumenti 


Object. It's poſſible ſome may here object, That it's in valn » | 
for them ta ſeek, , ſince Chriſt ſaith, (Luke 13. 24.) That many of 4 
thoſe that ſeek, ſhall not be able to enter 15. | 


- . * 
—— 
* 


K Anſ. The great reaſon why the moſt wil fall ſhort, is becauſe 
they can'c ſubmit to the terms afore - mentioned, they can'c 
ith that Merchant (Mat. 13.46.) part with all for the pur- 

chaſe of the Pearl. 


Queſt, hat then may I do to bring my heart to ſubmit to thoſe 
terms ? 


Asſ. 1. Study the worth and excellency of thy precious and 
immortal Spirit. It would be but a bad -bargain , though thou 
ſhouldſt gain the whole world, if thou ſhouldſt loſe thy ſoul, 
Job.27,8,” Mak $.36,37, This well ſtudyed, would ſoon make 
thee willing to deny all, co forſake all, ſo thou might'ſt ſave 
thy ſoul 2d/y, Conſider, that the deſign of the Devil and ſin, 
u to undo thee for ever; for Luſt when it is conceived , bring: 
eth forth ſin; and ſin when it is perfected, will moſt cercai 
bring forth death, 7am. 1. 15. 3d/y, And chiefly, Study the wort | 
and excellency of Chriſt , What ever thou denieſt for Chriſt, *F 
thou wilt find it abundantly made up in him; If Riches, dur abis 4 
Riches are with him, Prov. 8. 18. If Honor All that believe in 
him are made Sons and Heirs, and that of a X:»gdom, Job. 1. 12 
Rom. g. 15,16, 17. G4. 3. 26. Jab. 17. 22. If Pleaſures, At his right 21 
band are emer for evermore, Pſal,16, ulc, If the rags of thine | 
own righteouſnes,he wil become the Lord thy Righteouſneſs; Jer. 
23.6. If thine own wiſdom, [x him axe bid the treaſures of Wiſe 


dem and Knonledge, Col,2,3, Hadſt thou but a fight of Cheitts 

gory, «1a tf i eodneſe thou mould be willing to pare 

wick all other things, ſo chonmighteſt but enjoy him. = 
— SY * 4 ; g a * 
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My laſt word is to ſuch as have engaged in Heavens way, in 
the ſtrait pach;My Exhortatioa to you is, that you would hold 
on your way, and perſevere unto the end. 
bles ſhould od ary and your Friends few, yet know that you 
are in a ble path, and that your end will be peace. Let hot 
therefore vain — baffle you out of your Religion; let 
neither 2 — — miles of — — * —_ the 
wayes 0 walk in any accurie le pro two 
— for your —2 5 and — one is Heb. 
10:38. Newthe Fuft ſhall liveby faith (and hee'] make a good 
living on it ) but if any man draw bach, my ſoul ſhall have no 
pleaſure in him. The other is Mark 8.38, compared with Mar, 
10 32,33« and Lale 12, 8,9, where our Lord ſaith, That who- 
ſe oever ſpall confeſs him before men, him will he confeſs e Fe- 
ther and his holy Angels, but whoſoever ſhall deny lum (be the Ge- 
neration wherein he liveth, never ſo adulterous and wicked, ne- 
ver ſo full of malignity and cruelty ) bim will he deny when he 
ſhall come in his own glory, and in the glory of his Father, and in the 
glory of bu holy * * 
The good Lord canſe thi rain of bis bleſſing to fall upon 
theſe Lines, Amer, and Am. "0 


